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Cindy & Michael Platto as our Israel
Bonds Honorees.

Community Yom Hashoah Remembrance.

Celebrating Yom Haatzmaut event with
South Hills Community JCC.

Rabbi Alex, the newest member of the
Maccabeats.
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1900 Cochran Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220
412-561-1168 www.bethelcong.org
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Upcoming Services
Friday, July 7
Services: 6:00 PM
Parashat Balak
Saturday, July 8
Services: 9:15 AM
Friday, July 14
Services: 6:00 PM
Parashat Pinchas
Saturday, July 15
Services: 9:15 AM
Lunch ‘N Learn
Friday, July 21
Services: 6:00 PM
Parashat Matot-Masei
Saturday, July 22
Services: 9:15 AM

Parashat Ekev
Saturday, August 12
Services: 9:15 AM
Friday, August 18
Services: 6:00 PM

Upcoming Events:
July 3
First Mondays
July 16
Wild Things Outing

Parashat Re’eh
Saturday, August 19
Services: 9:15 AM
Cohen Baby Naming

July 31
Erev Tish’ah B’Av
8:30 PM Services

Friday, August 25
Services: 6:00 PM

August 7
FIrst Mondays with
Rabbi

Parashat Shoftim
Saturday, August 26
Services: 9:15 AM
Bar Mitzvah:
Andres Zapata

August 8
Pirates Jewish
Heritage Night
August 27
Congregation Picnic
of the Century

Friday, July 28
Services: 6:00 PM
Parashat Devarim
Saturday, July 29
Services: 9:15 AM
Monday, July 31
Erev Tish’ah B’Av
8:30 PM Services
Friday August 4
Services: 6:00 PM
Parashat Vaetchanan
Saturday, August 5
Services: 9:15 AM
Bat Mitzvah:
Jenna Lazar
Friday, August 11
Services: 6:00 PM

HEAL, GROW,
LIVE WITH HOPE
NARANON AND NA
MEETINGS
AT BETH EL
ON
WEDNESDAYS FROM
7:30-8:30 PM.

For the entire
calendar of events
please go to:

PLEASE ENTER THROUGH
THE
OFFICE DOORS.

www.bethelcong.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
OR IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS,
PLEASE CONTACT
KAREN AT
412-561-1168.

Candle Lighting Times
July 7
July 14
July 21

8:37 PM
8:33 PM
8:29 PM

July 28
August 4
August 11

8:22 PM
8:15 PM
8:06 PM

August 18
August 25

7:57 PM
7:46 PM
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ONLY GOD BLESSES
AND WE ARE ALL HOLY
From the Desk of Rabbi Alex
“That man has no right to bless me! He’s a no-good
good-for-nothing!” Ah, the good old days! The days of
duchening. The days when the Kohanim (those of priestly
lineage from the line of Aaron) would come up onto the
bima and bless the congregation. Recently, we read in the
Torah portion Naso the Priestly Blessing. “May God bless
you and watch over you. May God’s light shine upon you
and show you the way. May God lift you up and always
give you peace.” “Thus shall you bless the people of
Israel” (Num. 6:23). Some of our congregations still do this
today.
Before the Kohanim come up onto the bima, the
Levites (those who descend from the tribe of Levi) in the
congregation wash the hands of the Kohanim and the
Kohanim remove their shoes. Then the Kohanim cover
their heads with their tallitot, recite the blessing over the
performance of the mitzvah, turn to face the congregation,
and then the cantor/rabbi slowly recites the three-verse
blessing, with the Kohanim repeating it, word-by-word,
after him/her. After each verse, the congregation responds
“Amen.” During the course of the blessing, the hands of
the Kohanim are spread out over the congregation.
Oh yeah, I almost forgot, be careful, don’t look at the
Kohanim! According to the Talmud, Chagigah 16a, it can
lead to losing one’s vision. However, ways to avoid this
include covering oneself with a tallit or turning around and
facing sideways or backwards. But, don’t tell that to
Leonard Nimoy (z”l) who played Spock on Star Trek.
Peaking during duchening is where he got his famous
Vulcan salute, “May you live long and prosper!”
Many congregations have stopped duchening over the
years for one reason or another. But, one of my favorites is
the “He-doesn’t- deserve-to-be-a-Kohen” reason. “How
dare that person bless me, I’m so much better than him.”

Now, wait a second, who said that Kohanim, even
Biblical priests were better? In fact, all it took to be a
Kohen is that your father is a Kohen, as is still true today. It
has nothing to do with merit. And, if you’re a Kohen, then
that’s your job. Not because you deserve it. Our kohanim
are not holier than anyone else. Kohanim are not holier
than Israelites. Rabbis are not holier than congregants.
Jews are not holier than non-Jews.

“They” have priests and we have priests. Their
priests are holier. Their priests have studied hard,
worked hard, and earned their titles and positions.
Ours just happened to be born into it. The Kohen on
the bima may be a no-good good-for-nothing, but he/
she is still a Kohen. Why? Because it has nothing to
do with how good a person he/she is. That’s “them”,
that’s not us. For us, no one is holier than anyone
else. And, no, kohanim don’t bless us anyway.
Kohanim don’t bless, rabbis don’t bless, only God
blesses. What do the kohanim say, “May God bless
you and watch over you...” Only God blesses and we
are all holy.”

Rabbi’s Reminders
July
3
4
5
11
12
16
19
26
31

First Mondays 11:30am
Independence Day
8:30am Services
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
Fast of 17th of Tammuz
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
History Adult Ed 10am
No Adult Ed
No Adult Ed
8:30 PM—EREV TISHA B’AV SERVICES

August
1
2
7
9
16
23
28
30

Fast of Tisha b’Av
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
First Mondays 11:30am
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
No Adult Ed
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
History Adult Ed (MON) 6:30pm
Weekly Adult Ed 10am
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What a year this has been!
From the President,
Cliff Spungen
Starting and ending with the Stanley Cup our year was filled with life. Beth El is loud but thoughtful; exciting but patient;
filled with a desire to change and a longing to conserve what ties us to our past. This year our community entered its 100th
year, as vibrant and strong as ever. As Carly Simon said, “these are the good old days.”
Last year at this time, and from this place, Andy Schaer spoke about how Beth El leadership has worked to create a strong
foundation, focusing on education, communication, inclusion, membership and volunteerism. Andy set a great example, and
our leadership has tried to maintain and build upon that foundation. Many of the goals we had at the beginning of the year
are now coming to fruition. I want to thank our Vice Presidents, our Executive Committee and the entire Board for working
so well together, for taking on projects and running with them, and for putting Beth El first. In particular, I would like to thank
our Fundraising Vice President, Tracy Gross, who took on a vital and challenging job for a second term and has made it look
easy. But we know just how much commitment and hard work Tracy has put into her achievements which will ensure that in
a year, her successor will be able to step right in.
Thank you to Susie Seletz, our first Volunteerism Vice President. She has used her enthusiasm and passion for her new
role to let our volunteers know how appreciated they are. I hope that you have seen the “volunteer of the month” bio’s in
each Kol; and this year Susie spearheaded the public honoring of our first Super-Volunteer, Fern Schwartz. It is impossible
to discuss volunteerism, or fundraising, without mentioning the incredible perseverance of our Bingo volunteers who, this
year, have raised far more than ever before. Fern, along with Jay Feuer, have led that effort. As Fern steps down from her
co-chairman position I would like to thank her publicly for all she has done for Beth El. Thank you Fern, and welcome Deb
Goldberg.
Much thanks is owed to our Financial Vice President Dave Sirota, who has followed in the footsteps of a giant, Dennis
Holzer, with dedication and a lot of number crunching, which has resulted in a strong balanced budget. Thank you
to our Administrative Vice President Eric Perelman, who, as you will see in his report on our air-conditioning system, is laboring to ensure the well-being of our physical plant, and thank you to our Membership Vice President Bonnie Gordon, whose
work in outreach to prospective members and in particular to young families, has helped Beth El continue to grow in a time
when many other congregations are shrinking or even shutting down.
Our Education Vice President Francine Rosenthal, has a passion for education and inclusion. She paired these two
early in the fall when she gave us the opportunity to learn that Jews come in many colors and from many places. With the
financial support of South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh, Francine led the way in bringing Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, spiritual leader
of the Abayudaya Jewish Community of Uganda, to our home. Rabbi Sizomu delighted our children and enlightened us all
as he described life as a Jew in a world that seemed very different yet very familiar to us. The Beth El Torah lovingly given
to Rabbi Sizomu, is now used weekly in a small town in Africa. The experience and memories this gave our children are
priceless.
I would be remiss to leave out our Executive Vice President Warren Sufrin. From the start, Warren has been with me at virtually every meeting, and has offered his assistance and guidance in multiple projects. We would not be where we are without him. I would like to mention three areas, out of many. When the office needed new computers in the fall, Warren researched them, found the best prices, and arranged to purchase and install them. Warren also likes to get dirty. This past
summer David Levine and his son Ben, an Eagle Scout, conceived and built our outdoor prayer space on the hill to the left of
our playground. This spring, Warren stepped up, and with the help of Men’s Club, built a solid-surface walking path to allow
easier access so that all can use that space.
Finally, is his work on a renovated, intimate and inclusive Sufrin Chapel: the space in which most of our Shabbatot are
celebrated. Last year at this time we presented plans for the renovation. We listened to the input of many members,
(Con’t. next page)
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returned to the drawing board to tweak the project and now, a year later, we are prepared to present to you our revised plans
for a vote of the membership. I hope that you have had the opportunity over the last two months to look at the architectural
drawings set up in the shul. I know that I have answered many questions about those plans, and shortly this evening Warren
will present the plan and answer any additional questions you may have. I want to thank Andy Schaer for his work of
conceiving and moving this project forward during his term and to Warren for shepherding this project to this crucial point. The
new Sufrin Chapel will be accessible to all and inclusive for all.
As I mentioned earlier, it is so appropriate that we took the opportunity to provide help to a young, struggling Jewish
community in Africa in what is our 100th year as a community and congregation. One Hundred Years Young is our slogan as
we celebrate our past and prepare for our future. Our Centennial Committee, chaired by Deb and Al Scheimer and Aliza Gelb,
our leadership and so many of our members, are working diligently to make this year special. Our Men’s Club, Sisterhood and
Religious School have stepped forward in these celebrations, and many families have hosted celebrations in their own homes.
It seemed that our entire congregation was in the building in May as we celebrated our first 15 years with Rabbi Alex and
Rabbi Amy. The turnout was spectacular; the event was so well done; and the whole evening bespoke of our love and
admiration for our spiritual leaders. The event team, led by Nancy Langer, Bernice Natelson, Tracy Gross and Andy Schaer,
gave us an evening that was truly awesome. We started the year by celebrating our Rabbis and we will end the year (the Beth
El year) with a party of the century.
As we celebrate our past, we work to prepare for our future. The day after the last annual meeting I received a note from a
long-time member urging us to ensure Beth El’s future by focusing on our Endowment Fund. We did just that and this year.
thanks to the hard work of your new Endowment Committee, made up of Harold Goldberg, Barbara Feuer, Lee
Oleinick, Dave Sirota and myself, and with expert legal help from Michael Syme, we have drafted new policies to govern how we manage our endowment; and we carefully reinvested the funds given to us over the years. Under the
leadership of Bryan Neft, we have charged our Legacy Campaign Committee to find ways to grow our Endowment to help fund
our future.
We also prepare for our future by educating our children. Thanks especially to Rabbi Amy, our Religious School continues to
excel under her leadership in engaging our kids and providing them with love and a sound knowledge of our faith and history.
The Stern Family Foundation has, for the past four years, provided important funding for Rabbi Amy’s inclusion curriculum,
which is a trend-setter around the nation. A big thank you to Becky and Larry Stern who recently agreed to continue to fund
inclusion programming for an additional four years. For the past three years, our Hebrew High School, has given our teens an
outlet to continue their education along with their friends at Temple Emmanuel. This coming year, our two synagogues are
teaming with the JCC, Federation, and South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh to create J-Line in the South Hills; a new Hebrew High
School that will expand learning and community. Reaching more Jewish youth can be nothing but good.
“All are Welcome” declares our marquee as we make the turn up Roessler Road. Welcoming is something Beth El does so
well. Just a few weeks ago Jan and I celebrated our daughter’s aufruf. The following week the Barkowitz and Glick families
celebrated their children’s aufruf. In each case, the service heralded the joining of families with each other and with our Beth
El family. One of our new relatives, who had never before been in a synagogue, wrote the following to us, which I would like to
share: “Your family, friends and congregation made my family SO welcome and they loved it!” They were all made to feel
welcome. They were included in the service. The little children weren’t shushed and they all fell in love with Rabbi Alex. It
wasn’t that Beth El did anything special. Rather, we were being ourselves, and even if we don’t always recognize it, our
community is warm and welcoming to all. Thank you Rabbi Alex for setting such a high standard for our community.

Beth El is a member of the USCJ, the center of the Conservative movement. As I discussed in the May Kol, a after a lengthy
process, a USCJ commission recommended the creation of the following standard: USCJ supports every affiliated kehilla in
developing its own criteria for membership. In so doing the USCJ stated “We call on all of our kehillot to open their doors
wide to all who want to enter. Let strive to make the worlds of Isaiah a reality in our time: ‘My House will be called a house of
prayer of all people’ (Isaiah 56:7)” In March, our Movement’s General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to adopt this standard.
What prompted this change was the recognition that many of our families now include members of other faiths. Now, if we
chose, we can make official what has long been fact: that our family members, whether or not Jews, are integral to our
community. And if you are part of our community, you can be recognized and treated as a member of our kehilla. Our
Interfaith outreach committee, led by Marvin Lalli, is focused and committed to the process of deepening our communal bonds
and to find ways to welcome and value our entire community.

Cliff Spungen
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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 5778 TRIBUTE FORM (2017-2018)
Your Name (s)____________________________________________Email address ______________________________
(as you wish them to appear in your dedications and Sponsorship page)
Address ________________________________ City/State/Zip Code __________ phone #__________________________
ONE LINE DEDICATIONS [$24 per person or couple]
In Memory of (Name of Deceased) *If deceased is a Holocaust Victim, please note if you would like that dedication on the page
commemorating victims of the Holocaust.
(1) ______________________________________________ (2) ___________________________________________
________ Total # lines

(Add more to the back or attach copy)

$ _______ (# of lines x $24)
**BOXED ONE-THIRD PAGE DEDICATIONS [$38 per per son or couple with one line dedication]**
In Loving Memory of
(1) ________________________________________

In Loving Memory of
(2) ____________________________________

Description line (under person’s name):* no charge
Or additional name on a 2nd line; no dedication (+$20)
___________________________________________

Description line (under person’s name):*no charge
Or, additional name on a 2 nd line; no dedication (+$20)
_______________________________________

_______ Total # box

(Add more to the back or attach copy)

$ ______ (# of boxes x $38)
______**FULL PAGE [$100 for 1 person or couple + $24 for each additional name or couple]**
______ TRIBUTE PAGE FOR VICTIMS OF TERRORISM [$10]

______ TRIBUTE PAGE FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL INJURED OR KILLED [$10]
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION (any amount you may wish to donate will help greatly):
$_______

□ I wish to remain anonymous

$______ Total of single line dedications @ $24 per line
$______ Total of boxed one-third page dedications @ $38 per box
$______ Total of additional dedications @ $20 (on 1/3 page)
$______ Total of full page costs (Please call Karen Krohner or Beth Pomerantz for assistance at
(412-561-1168)
$______ Total from Tribute pages @ $10 each; max $20
$______ Total Sponsorship donation (voluntary)
________ FINAL TOTAL

Dedication form and payment must be received at Beth El by August 11, 2017.
$_____Check payable to Beth El is enclosed. Please put BOR (Book of Remembrance) in the memo line.
$_____ Charge using credit card information on file at Beth El. Master Card Visa

AmEx

Discover

Name as it appears on your card: _________________________________________ Expiration date ______________
Number on the card _____________________________ Signature __________________________________
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SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!
Chalutzim making bird feeders for Tu b’shevat.

End of Year Opt In for Hebrew Excellence Party!

Rabbi Gershon Sizomu with the Vav Class.

Zayin Class team building.

July / August 2017

Tammuz, Av, Elul 5777

SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!
All School Tefillot
(prayer time)

B-shul
(cooking)
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SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!
Chaverim
Class
Chidon
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SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!
Religious School is always fun!

Jenna’s Squad
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SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!

World Wide
Wrap

Shorashim Bet Class
making 3-D ice cream map of Israel.
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SPIEGEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WHAT A YEAR!
Decorating the classroom for Yom Ha’atsmaut
(Israel’s Independence Day)

Steam Team
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BETH EL MEN’S CLUB
Last month, in May, Beth El members and their children came together to put the finishing touches on the synagogue's new outdoor prayer space. This project has been in the making for over a year and a huge thank you goes out
to Ben Levine and his dad David for having the vision and skill to build this beautiful addition. Ben proposed the idea to
build this for his Eagle Scout project and the Men's Club was thrilled to be able to fund the supplies needed. The
benches Ben built we're actually done about a year ago but inclement weather, muddy ground, and no path up limited
it's usefulness. With the work done in May, stone was laid down and a walking path was built and we at the Men's Club
along with rabbis Alex and Amy are excited to finally put it to good use. If you haven't had a chance to see it, take a
walk up next time you're at the shul; it's tucked away in the back corner behind the religious school. I think you'll find it
to be a spiritually meaningful place.
I'm proud that the Men's Club could play a role in this addition. We were able to do so through the success of
another Beth El Men's Club initiative, our tefillin education program called Build-a-Pair. This past year we sold a huge
number of kits to congregations (conservative and reform!) all across the country. These kits contain all the tools
educators need to teach pre b'nai mitzvot children about tefillin. I'd like to think that these two separate but symbiotic
programs exemplify Men's Club programming. Jewish men, coming together to do good for our community and
ourselves. Please consider joining us and have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Jeremy Broverman
Men’s Club President
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BETH EL SISTERHOOD
Women Working Together to Make a Difference

We Are Sisterhood
Beth El Sisterhood had another great year! The highlights of our extremely busy 100 th year included: An exciting kick
off event “A New Year, A New You” in early September, a joint effort with Men’s Club for a wonderful speaker brunch
with Shari Daniels who presented “Jews of India”, our Paid Up Membership Event learning about organization with Jill
Yasko, dinner was held at the Melting Pot at Station Square, we hosted a brunch and a local author speaker, Dorit
Sasson , who spoke about her recent book, participation in the UJF Mitzvah Day on December 25 th, a Men’s Club/
Sisterhood Brunch and a thought provoking and interesting talk by Dr. Andrew Herlich, a tour of the Holocaust Center
of Pittsburgh which highlighted the art of Lazar Ran, Sisterhood painted bowls for the Empty Bowl Event at SHIM
along with women from a refugee group, our Men’s Club/Sisterhood Matzah Bowl Throw Down, Sisterhood and Men’s
Club Game Night, an extremely inspirational and enthusiastic Women’s Seder/Rosh Hodesh Event, a very
special sisterhood Shabbat when our Torah fund contributors were honored, we hosted our own Central Great Lakes
Region Women’s League President, Edna Schrank, for Sisterhood Shabbat weekend, ongoing book club meetings,
charity knitting meetings, and weekly afternoon and bi-weekly evening Mah Jong Games.
Thank you to Barbara Ring’s children for their donation of Barbara Ring’s Torah fund pins. Sisterhood beautifully
framed this exquisite collection of pins and it will be hung outside the Sisterhood Room.
In the Beth El ladies room, please notice the lovely floral painting which was painted and donated by Cathy Shuster.
Thank you Cathy for your beautiful painting.
Our Lucky Number fundraiser, Torah Fund, Charity Knitting, Book Club, High Holiday Babysitting, and College
Contact program were also very productive. The Gift Shop under the management of Beth Pomerantz is open by
appointment only during the summer for your shopping convenience. A sincere thank you to all of the event/
committee chairs and volunteers who helped to make our programs possible and very successful.
We are pleased to announce our valued volunteer, Ann Albert, who was honored at our Sisterhood Shabbat. Mazel
Tov Ann on a much deserved award!

Sisterhood is pleased to announce their 2017 – 2018 board. Sisterhood installed our 2017-2018 board at our
installation event held on June 5th at the home of Barbara Feuer. Our event chairs, Mary Rosenberg and Cindy
Platto presented the deinstallation/installation program incorporating an inspirational floral ceremony. Thank you
Barbara, Mary, Cindy, and all of the attendees as well as those who contributed beverages. We are happy to see
many new faces in our leadership. Sisterhood extends a warm welcome to: Dara Lazar, Amy Kerman, and Beth
Pomerantz, We are grateful for Ann Albert, Denise Hodes, Cheryl Kirshner, Nina Kaplan, Beth Pomerantz, Sylvia
Slavkin, Tricia Haberman, Nan MacLachlan, Toby Sirota, Edie Yorke, and Joan Zelkowicz who are continuing on in
their current positions or taking on new board or committee chair positions. We would like to acknowledge the hard
work and efforts of our board members who are stepping down, Jodi Marcovitz, Carina Perilman, and Karla
Perelstine.
Our 2017-2018 SISTERHOOD BOARD consists of:
Co-Presidents - Lynda Abraham Braff and Dara Lazar
VP Programming - Amy Kerman
VP Membership - Tricia Haberman
Treasurer - Nan MacLachlan
Financial Secretary - Edie Yorke
Corresponding Secretary - Beth Pomerantz
Recording Secretary - Toby Sirota
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Adult Education - TBA
Book Club - Joan Zelkowicz and Sylvia Slavkin
Charity Knitting - Denise Hodes
College Contact - Ann Albert
Lucky Number - Cheryl Kirshner
Torah Fund - Thelma Herlich
(Cont’d. next page)
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BETH EL SISTERHOOD
Women Working Together to Make a Difference

We Are Sisterhood
As Beth El Sisterhood celebrates 101 years, we hope to increase our membership and will continue to have
another very exciting and a most special year planned. Please stay tuned for additional upcoming events and further information in the KOL and email updates.
Please remember to check out our Beth El Sisterhood Facebook page; YOU are invited to join our group.
We wish everyone a safe, fun, and relaxing summer.
Lynda Abraham Braff and Dara Lazar
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Upcoming Events
July 6 - Mah Jong - 7:00 PM Beth El Legacy Room
July16 - Book Club Brunch – 10:00 AM at the Home of Sylvia Slavkin.
July 20 - Mah Jong - 7:00 PM Beth El Legacy Room
July 23 - July 26 – WLCJ (Women’s League for Conservative Judaism) Convention 2017 - 100! A Bold New Outlook!
August 3 - Mah Jong -7:00 PM Beth El Legacy Room
August 17 - Mah Jong -7:00 PM Beth El Legacy Room
August 31 - Mah Jong -7:00 PM Beth El Legacy Room
Remember to check Beth El Website and Facebook for additional information and details regarding Beth El
Sisterhood Activities and Programs.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dear Beth El Sisters,
Thank you for your kindness in remembering my dear sister, Tina Sockolow, by planting trees
in Beth El’s Unity Garden in Israel. Your thoughtfulness and generosity in loving memory of
the sad passing of my sister is deeply appreciated by the entire family.
Nina Kaplan

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Beth El Sisterhood Judaica Shop encourages you to register gift choices for your simcha. All purchases
benefit synagogue and youth programs, so find the perfect gift and Sisterhood sponsored scholarships
are made possible. The gift shop has unique and beautiful items in stock. Some of the wood and glass
pieces can be personalized, as well as some jewelry and pieces from Gary Rosenthal and Jillery.
New Judaica Shop Summer Hours are by appointment only.
Feel free to call the office to set up a time.
==============================================================================

April
Vince Barone
Tilden Bennett
Mishke Cohen
Murray Friedman
Rodney Rumbaugh
Karka Schultz
Don Selig
Rosalyn Silverman
Michael Weinberger
Beth Ungar

May
Vince Barone
Marsha Clark
Helen Kiehart
Cheryl Kirshner
Sharon Powell
Stephen Reibach
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BETH EL SISTERHOOD
Women Working Together to Make a Difference

We Are Sisterhood

Beth El Sisterhood College Contact
Registration Form
Attention Undergraduate Students!
If you are a student entering or returning to college (undergraduate only) fill out the form
below to receive holiday treats from Beth El Sisterhood around the Jewish Holidays.
There is no cost to you!

Name: ______________________________________________________
College: ____________________________________________________
Mailing
Address: ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Email
Address: ____________________________________________________
Effective Date: __________________________
Graduation Year: ________________________

Please reply by 8/23/2017
Return to:
Beth El Congregation
Attn: Ann Albert-College Contacts
1900 Cochran Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
Or
E-mail information to: Leslie@bethelcong.org
P.S.: We will try to accommodate special dietary needs (i.e. allergies, etc.)
Please let us know if you have any.
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Beth El Sisterhood
Dear New Beth El Member,
Congratulations on your decision to join Beth El Congregation! We know you will feel at home with our warm and
inclusive congregation.
Beth El Sisterhood is a multi-generational, diverse group. We engage in social, charitable, and educational events,
and help provide financial support for our synagogue. We reach out to all age groups, balancing traditional and
contemporary programs, offering a variety of functions, some of which include:

Social Events
Educational Programs
Charity Knitting
Torah Fund
Book Club
Cooking Events
Sisterhood Shabbat
College Contact
Babysitting
Judaica Shop (located on the first floor)
To accommodate the balance of work schedules and family obligations, our programs take place at different days
and times.
We are a member of the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism [WLCJ], which helps support the Jewish
Theological Seminary, and strengthens women’s groups. Our membership fee of $45 is two-fold: (1) supports
projects and programs, and (2) includes a specified fee required by the WLCJ. For new Beth El members who
choose to join Sisterhood, first year membership is complimentary.
If there is a financial hardship, we do not consider this an obstacle to membership; please contact the Membership
Chair or Co-Presidents - all information will be held in strictest confidence.

We invite you to join our Sisterhood and look forward to meeting you. Be sure to check out our ongoing events,
including our annual fun, paid-up membership program in the fall. Announcements will appear in E-mail, the KOL
[Beth El’s bi-monthly publication], the weekly Shabbat bulletin, and mailings. Also, be sure to find us at:
www.bethelcong.org.
Without you, we are one woman short – please join us! Feel free to contact us with any questions.
Nancy MacLachlan, Sisterhood Membership

Lynda Abraham-Braff, President
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BETH EL JUDAICA SHOP
What’s New at the Judaica Shop
Anniversary gift? A housewarming present?
We have lots of choices and the ability to special order.

Register!
Feel free to make an appointment so that the Bar/Bat Mitzvah can select a tallit, kippah, order kippot, and choose
items they would like as gifts. We will set the items aside for your guests and relatives to purchase.

First Day of Religious School SALE!
All Jewelry at least 20% off
“Clearance” Table to Make Room for
New Merchandise 30-50% off. C’mon In!
Special Orders
We have many choices:








hand-crafted wood boxes and frames that can be personalized
glassware with a choice of patterns and colors (and glasses and flutes that can be personalized as well)
jewelry—bracelets, necklaces and pendants, earrings, even tallit clips and kippot
housewares with choice of decorative colors
unique Judaica from Gary Rosenthal, especially to mark life-cycle simchas
t-shirts or other novelty items that can be personalized for your event

Contact Us
We ARE available during the summer!
Call the Beth El office
to make an appointment to see our selection, to make a purchase, or to register.
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Where Do Those Purim Baskets Boxes Come From?
And Why Do We Do It Anyway?
[This is the second in a series of articles that look back

to the beginnings of some of our long-term programs.]

The “Why do we do it” is easy: The Book of Esther states that gifts should be given to friends and to the poor. No
reason, you just do it.
The “where did the project itself come from” is far more complex. And again, it begins with an idea and a
volunteer, or two or three, or over 100.
Executive Director Steve Hecht presented a number of projects other synagogues do to Deb Scheimer. Deb has a
habit of introducing, developing, and then spearheading new projects that stand the test of time. She chose to
introduce Mishloah Manot, the Purim baskets/boxes that are such a wonderful treat for the hamentaschen alone!
The other goodies are fun too, but the hamentaschen! Sorry, I digress.
These baskets later changed to boxes, but as with many traditions, old names may stick and this one, to some
extent, did. That’s why you hear it called both, especially by the people who resist change—like me.
The “when,” as with many things at Beth El, is somewhat nebulous. Many projects and rituals seem to have been
around forever. I guess we just all live in the present. This project seemed to begin somewhere before Sharon
Moskowitz’s presidency and just after Rabbi Greenbaum arrived, around 2005. Thank heavens for volunteers who
take on a job, mold it, refine it, direct it, and then hang in with it for years!
The current chair, Gerry Bass, has been involved with this project from the beginning, first as a worker bee. Within
a year or so, he was co-chairing the Purim boxes with Stu Cohen, who also did purchasing, and later with Stacey
Reibach, who had been doing data input. Eventually, Gerry was the last one standing, and he shouldered the
project with its challenges and has continued, solving each challenge as it arose.
Challenges? Creating/refining a database that our congregants now receive in list form to select whether and
how they would like to participate was an early job. Warren Sufrin and Stacey Reibach had a hand in this area,
and Deb Goldberg, the office Jill-of-all-trades, put those lists into a mailable and then website-postable form.
Later the personalized cards will also be printed from that database, hole-punched, and attached to each box.
Finding the “ingredients” for the boxes, looking for the best deal, purchasing, and storing them? Sandy and
Marshall Goldstein and Gerry’s wife Carol are Gerry’s trusty helpers who purchase in bulk from Sam’s Club and
Costco and eventually deliver the early purchases to Gerry’s basement. Other purchases are loaded into SUVs
from the stores and taken to shul where they have to be inventoried. They are still friends! Amazing.
In our age of food allergies and gluten free needs, a fruit option is now offered so that everyone can be
included. I personally wanted a hamentaschen-only box, but I think the philosophy is to leave ‘em wanting more.
The number of boxes is determined so that 100 or more go to the Jewish Agency on Aging and to Bingo, and so
they don’t run out! Many members generously donate boxes, and leave it our chair to make sure they at least get
the non-perishables such as the mug and the pancake festival ticket. The surplus baskets also grew out of Gerry’s
(and lots of Jewish mothers as well) reasoning that you should never run out of anything. A mug breaks? No
problem. The box dropped into a puddle? Got it covered. Oops! I forgot to buy boxes for 2 of my friends. C’mon
in! We have extras.
Who will assemble, fill, and tie these 500 or so boxes? Volunteers, 40 or so, receive their marching orders after
the Basses figure out the layout for the assembly line. Don’t forget the personalized cards, the pipe cleaners, and
ribbons to add the finishing touches. As with everything in this project, the refinements to all of these steps are
documented so no one reinvents that particular wheel.

(Cont’d. next page)
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Baskets became boxes because the elegantly wrapped baskets were very unwieldy to load into cars to deliver.
Oh, and by the way, they had to be stored somewhere after assembly and before delivery. Look around the shul
sometime and see if you can find the storage areas. [Hint: they are few and far between.]
The delivery? Many (now around 54 give or take) drivers volunteered, but another glitch arose initially. The first
drivers didn’t know where they were going, but they hung in and even came back to pick up more boxes for
delivery. This challenge turned into the routes Gerry, with initial help from Jeremy Broverman, created with
Google maps for the individual drivers. He now pretty much refines the routes all year with the ebb and flow of
members and their changing residences. Oh! That Google Maps update? Oy! Don’t ask. Bless our chairperson
and the stalwarts who loaded their cars, drove into foreign territory, and then came back for more! Now the routes
are soooo much easier—and shorter. And in the neighborhoods they know.

The assembly-to-delivery time frame was narrowed to eliminate the idea of storage completely (except for
the time in Gerry’s basement). And instead of picking up the baskets-turned-boxes at the brown doors and
schlepping them down to cars (and back up again for the next 4group of boxes), they boxes are assembled
in the social hall Sunday morning, and the drivers came to the glass doors by the main sanctuary around
noon to load their cars—no stairs! The drivers receive a map, the cards to attach for each recipient, the
locations of homes, and a personalized letter detailing everything the driver needs to know to make his or
her deliveries—all created to make driving and delivery go much more smoothly. No more crazy searches
for houses!
Gerry is the mastermind for the current state of the baskets/boxes project, and he has owned it for some time,
beginning with a schedule that counts back from Purim, the routes and maps, the letters and other
communications (wrangling donations to cut costs), checking for a full complement of volunteers—more than 100!
--the purchase of products and supplies, and assembling the teams of assemblers and drivers. He has a steering
committee for suggestions and refinements, and he keeps the many documents necessary for a complete
overview of the project and process.
This would make anyone else blanch at the thought of taking Mishloach Manot on in any form, but Gerry’s
complete documentation and willingness to assist any people who will be Beth El’s new generation of volunteers
and leaders makes this a well-oiled production. Our new leaders will be the recipients of carefully organized
projects they would be proud to lead, and this one is a gift to the congregation from Gerry, via Steve, Deb, and the
myriad volunteers who show up and give Beth El a couple of hours to make this venture the success it is.

Friends,
Last Fall our community was visited by Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, spiritual leader of the
Abayudaya Jewish Community in Uganda. During his visit, Rabbi Sizomu prayed with us,
spoke to us and treated us to a wonderful musical performance; teaching us new melodies to
familiar songs. He taught us about the history of the Abayudaya Jewish Community in Uganda, as well as its health and economic development. When I contacted him earlier this week
he informed me of the following dire situation, he wrote “Cliff, thank you for reaching
out. Right now the community is not doing well due to hunger caused by a prolonged
drought last year and a poor harvest this year. Please if possible mobilize some funding to
buy food for the most vulnerable. About 500 community members are suffering. $5.00 can
feed one person for a week.”
It is vital that we act now. Beth El is accepting donations for the Abayudaya both
electronically through our webpage or by check through our office. 100% of these donations
will be wired to Rabbi Sizomu and will immediately be put to use to feed those community
members who are in distress. The hunger is real, and the need is now. In our first two days
we have raised over $1,000, but more is needed. Please participate in this great mitzvah! If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cliff@bethelcong.org.
Thank you!
Cliff Spungen
President, Beth El Congregation
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First Mondays with Rabbi Alex
Lunch at 11:30 AM—Program at 12:00 PM
Looking for a great way to start the month?
Then come to Beth El for lunch, thought-provoking speakers, talented performers, interesting topics,
and a chance to schmooze on the First Monday of each month.

Monday, August 7, 2017
George Savarese
Since 1997, George Savarese has been a teacher at Mt. Lebanon High School in Pittsburgh, PA.
Prior to joining Mt. Lebanon, Savarese taught at the Pennsylvania Governor’s School for
International Studies.
As the school’s former National Forensic League coach, Savarese guided his students to the 2006
state championship. In his tenure as Director of Speech & Debate, he also coached thirteen Mt.
Lebanon students to state championships. All winning runner-up National Championships in their
events. Savarese is also on of the coaches of Mt. Lebanon’s Model United Nations team, along
with his colleague history teacher Peter DiNardo; their MUN team has consistently been among
the premier programs in the country.
For his work at the high school, he has been named a Teacher of Excellent by The Teacher
Excellent Center and was inducted into the Cum Laude Society. He was also chosen as one of ten
Pennsylvania teachers to travel to EU and NATO headquarters in Brussels as part of a European
Union program in 2004.

All First Monday events begin with lunch at 11:30 AM in the Snyder Social Hall.
The cost is only $6.00, which includes lunch.
To RSVP, please call the shul office at 412-561-1168.

“First Mondays” is brought to you by the Beth El Membership Committee,
coordinated by Sharon Moskowitz, and is open to the community.
Please contact Steve if you wish to help underwrite future programming.
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Our July Volunteer of the Month is Shelly Seigel. It probably won’t
surprise you to know that Shelly is passionate about living a healthy life based on
three pillars – nutritious food, work/life balance (including daily physical activity)
and being part of a community surrounded by family and friends. Shelly grew up
in Monroeville, and graduated from Penn State with a B.S. in Medical Dietetics.
Following an internship at Shadyside Hospital, Shelly began working as a
Registered Dietician and continues to do so.
In her spare time, Shelly likes to exercise outdoors, especially walking or
hiking. She also likes to cook and bake, and enjoys sharing and finding new
recipes. She loves to travel and embraces every place she goes. Shelly
particularly likes to explore the Jewish culture and life in other places, visiting
synagogues and historical Jewish sites. She has enjoyed trips to Israel, Western
Europe, islands in the Caribbean and other American cities. She made note of
Hawaii and Greece as especially beautiful.
To date, Shelly sees her children and her marriage as her biggest
accomplishments and states they are well worth the effort and commitment. She and Daniel met at a Jewish Singles
event in Rochester, NY and lived in Scottsdale, AZ for the first years of their
marriage. She is inspired by her family and close friends, and is motivated by them to help others and make the world a
better place.
Shelly has served as a volunteer at Beth El in a variety of ways. She is currently serving as Adult Education
Committee Chairperson, and has also worked on the membership directory, Shalach Manot baskets, Pancake Festival,
Religious School Substitute teacher, High Holiday babysitting and leader of children’s programs during High Holiday
services. Her favorite position, however, is as a Bingo volunteer. Shelly started working Bingo when it became
non-smoking and enjoys interacting with the players, who are so friendly, she says, most of the time! She views it as an
easy way to make a difference at Beth El and appreciates how much it benefits the shul.
Outside of Beth El, Shelly is a member of Hadassah, volunteers at the Squirrel Hill Community Food Pantry and was
a PTA volunteer when her kids were younger.
Thank you, Shelly, for the many ways you enhance synagogue life at Beth El!

August Volunteer of the Month is Ben Levine. If you haven’t been around the
back of our Religious School building lately, you are in for a treat. Ben Levine, who is
17 years old and just finished eleventh grade, has created a peaceful outdoor prayer
space for us all to enjoy during pleasant weather. He has developed beautifully
finished wooden benches which are set up in the style of an amphitheater. We thank
him by naming him Volunteer of the Month for August.
Ben lived in Squirrel Hill until he was 4-5 years old, at which time he moved to Mt.
Lebanon. The skills he developed in creating the benches were a result of being a
long time Boy Scout. He first became interested in scouting as a first grader, as a Cub
Scout, and has stuck with it. Ben had a keen interest in Legos when he was younger,
which helped him learn how to follow complex directions. His family provided many
role models in carpentry, including his paternal grandfather, who owned a hardware
store. He started building things early on, including a model of the now PPG Paints
Arena, complete with bleachers, etc.
He has attended Scouts Camp for years and is now a staff member there in the area of Aquatics. Sailing is another
hobby of Ben’s and he stands out as one of the few people at camp who has expertise in this area.
Ben’s favorite place that he has traveled to thus far is Cimarron, New Mexico. He feels fortunate to have spent time
at Philmont Scout Ranch, where he was able to backpack, camp and hike through the mountains of New Mexico.
Looking to the future, Ben would like to pursue a career in medicine, presently considering pediatrics and
anesthesiology. He has two siblings, Izzie (age 16) and Alex (age 11). He also has two dogs, Solly and Abe, and two
cats, Meow and George.
We thank Ben for his gift to Beth El, that we will enjoy for many years to come!
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Centennial Celebration Committee
Annual Meeting Report 2017
June 22, 2017

What does it mean to celebrate one’s 100th anniversary? We know what
it means to celebrate our own personal milestones. Can you recall your
21st birthday, or your 10th wedding anniversary? You took the time to
make some plans, perhaps going out to a nice restaurant, or getting
together with family and friends.
Celebrating a 100th anniversary is a true milestone for any organization.
How many companies or organizations can you think of that are 100
years old? Only those who have successfully adapted to changing times,
while retaining their core values. This is precisely Beth El’s strength.
When we say we’re 100 years YOUNG, we mean that we work hard to
stay relevant to each and every generation.

Beth El is choosing to celebrate its Centennial with many small
celebrations and activities over the course of the year, culminating in our
Party of the Century in April 2018. You won’t want to miss any of these
celebrations because you have a connection to what’s special about
each of them.
In April, our Sisterhood honored 12 of their past presidents going back
over several decades with a beautiful Shabbat Torah passing ceremony
on Sisterhood Shabbat, followed by a great lunch and a fascinating
presentation from women of 7 different faiths.
In August, Beth El will celebrate the end of summer with the Picnic of
the Century! We’ll enjoy a picnic lunch provided by Beth El and
participate in "Color Wars,” which is like a mini-Olympics. We'll divide up
into teams and have games and activities for *all* ages, such as
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races, arts & crafts, and even Mahj Jong and Poker games. You’ll be
seeing more about this event in the coming weeks.
In September, we have a special celebration of Beth El’s history. For
decades Buddy Minsky served as Beth El’s official historian. In that role,
he preserved many artifacts and photographs from Beth El’s past. One of
those items was the Time Capsule from our first shul in Beechview,
which contained the original Charter describing Beth El’s founding. The
Minsky family has created a beautiful display case for the Time Capsule
and its contents, and it’s being presented in Buddy’s memory in a special
celebration. It will then be on permanent display in the Zara & Nate
Tabor Reception area.
In the Fall and Winter, we’ll hold two special celebrations, one by our
Men’s Club to honor their contributions to our congregation over the
century, and the other by our Religious School to honor our past-andpresent school-directors-and-teachers who have been so important in
educating our children over the years.
You’ll want to save the date of the weekend of April 27, 2018. We’ll
culminate our year of celebration with a can’t-miss series of events! On
Friday night, we’ll have a Kabbalat Shabbat Service, followed by dinner
and Religious School class reunions for current and past members of all
ages. What a wonderful occasion to reunite with old friends! We’ve
already heard from several former members who are planning to come
in from out of town to see their old classmates. On Saturday morning,
we’ll have a special speaker and a great lunch. The grand finale of our
Centennial celebration will be our “Party of the Century” on Saturday
night, which will include dinner, dancing to a great band, and the
premiere of an entertaining video commemorating Beth El’s first
hundred years.
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This year we’re also celebrating who we are and where we’ve come
from in other ways. As I mentioned, we’re creating a video
commemorating Beth El’s first hundred years. In addition, we’re
putting together a beautiful book of Beth El’s history. We’ve created a
new Centennial section on Beth El’s website and a new Centennial
Facebook Group where people are sharing old photos and memories
of Beth El’s history. We’ve created several programs to recognize
volunteers on Shabbat mornings and in our monthly KOL newsletter.
And we created a new program called “100 Mitzvot for 100 Years”
which you’ll be hearing more about.
Over the years I’ve had the opportunity to give many reports at our
annual meetings. In each of those reports, I’ve recognized the hard
work and accomplishments of many of the people in this room, and
many people who could not be with us tonight as well.

At this time, I have the honor of thanking the dozens of people
working tirelessly on our Centennial Celebration, a year-long series of
activities and events honoring our past and lighting a path to our
future. Our Centennial Celebration committee is chaired by Aliza Gelb,
Al Scheimer and me. We especially want to recognize the chairpeople
of our 8 committees by name:









History – Sylvia Slavkin
Events – Stacey Reibach
Party of the Century – Margie Stang
Communications/Marketing – Bonnie Gordon
Sponsorship/Fundraising – Larry Grollman
Volunteerism – Susie Seletz
Religious School – Francine Rosenthal
and Endowment – Bryan Neft
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Each of these chairpeople has a group of talented and dedicated people
working with them to help make the Centennial a success, and I want to
express my appreciation to everyone involved in this tremendous
project.
If I’ve learned anything about Beth El over the years, it’s that a shul is
not a building. Beth El is a community, our community. We seek out our
Beth El friends when we celebrate and want to kvell. And our friends
seek us out in times of sorrow and in times of need. This vast and
ever-changing community is filled with people of all ages, interests,
talents, wants and desires. It’s filled with people who pray, who study,
who do acts of lovingkindness, and who have a great time socializing
with their friends. And Beth El has offered all of this – and so much
more – for one hundred years. The bottom line is, that Beth El is a group
of people – people who work hard to keep our community strong and
vital – and 100 years YOUNG!
Chazak, chazak v’Nitchazeik – From Strength to Strength, we will
continue to be strong.
Thank you.
Respectfully submitted,
Aliza Gelb, Deborah and Alan Scheimer
Centennial Co-Chairs
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Yasher Koach!
Wow! Not sure how that happened but July snuck up on us already. The older I become, the less I
understand about how time moves so rapidly by us. Good time to remember to stop and smell the
roses. We are indebted to our regular KOL volunteers who because of their efforts, the
May/June Kol was delivered relatively on time. Special Yasher to; Dottie Goldstein, Cantor Rena
“Chazanette” Shapiro, Lin Toder, and Ellen Whitman. Also, to Betsy Rascoe for continuing
her efforts to manage our advertising, and to Leslie Gura for coordinating.
Since we have chatted last, there has been a few notable events that have taken place at the
shul. An end of April and mid May Friday Night Live with Rabbi Amy and Sarah Stock Mayo and
musicians. A May and June First Mondays with Rabbi Alex coordinated by Sharon Moskowitz. Our
guest speakers were Tammy Hepps who led us on a tour of tracing our genealogy and Melanie
Gutowski who led us on a tour of the mansions of Pittsburgh. We sponsored our first
“Super Volunteer Shabbat,” when we honored Fern Schwartz for her lifelong major volunteer
efforts at Beth El. Another very successful annual event was held to honor Michael and Cindy
Platto as our Israel Bond brunch honorees. Cantor Rena held a Friday evening guitar
sing-a-long service. And, truly one of the most successful events ever held in modern day history
of our synagogue, the Rabbis Tribute event. If success is 400 in attendance, a very well done
tribute video and live appearance of the Maccabeats, then this was knocked out of the ball park.
Overall chairs were Nancy Langer and Bernice Natelson with support from Tracy Gross and Andy
Schaer and Carole Mantel plus committees. Triple Yasher!
Every so often I like to remind all of us about all the areas that our volunteers are involved in to
keep the engine running and the train on the tracks. Volunteers support the back office with
weekly yahrzeit calls and sending out Jewry duty notices, they work the office on Sunday
mornings during religious school, manage and operate the Sisterhood Judaica Shop, collate our
mailings, attend and run morning and evening minyans, assign weekly parts for readers and
service leaders and help keep the weekly services running smoothly. They are our Executive
Board, Religious School Board and Board of Trustees, they plan and help execute all of our
fundraisers which helps keep the lights turned on. Volunteers make up our committees:
membership, adult education, social action, endowment, and youth commission. They make up
our Sisterhood and Men’s Club, plan all of our events — 100th year anniversary, First Mondays,
Grandparents Chavurah, etc. This is just a small partial list of the opportunities for involvement at
Beth El and we hope that you will consider participating in helping us to meet the needs of our
members. For those already involved, the main point is that we couldn’t do any of this with just
staff alone and we truly appreciate the tremendous support we already receive.
If you would like to get involved, you can outreach to Susie Seletz our V.P. of Volunteerism at
Susan@Seletz.com or call the office and ask for Steve. Yasher K to all of our volunteers!!
WISHING YOU A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER!
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Volunteering for the Centennial
You have been reading and hearing about Beth El's 100th Anniversary.
Although there are events and projects scheduled from now through April 2018,
the work is ongoing!
We would like to highlight some of the works-in-progress and
thank the wonderful volunteers who are making them happen!

History including
The People of Beth El-100 Years Young

Sylvia Slavkin, Geri Recht, Carole Mantel, Mark
Diamond, Sue Bertenthal, Steve Bertenthal, Dick
Daffner, Sybil Lieberman, Jamie Lebovitz

Events
Party of the Century

Centennial Picnic
Minsky Time Capsule Dedication

Stacey Reibach
Margie Stang, Lisa Oleinick, Susie Seletz
Jodi Marcovitz, Beth Ungar, Barb Zimmt
Karen Balk, Ellen Simon
Lynda Abraham-Braff, Cindy Platto

Communications/Marketing
Logo Development
Facebook Group - 100 Years Young

Bonnie Gordon, Dana Hackley
Jeremy Broverman
Sylvia Slavkin

Sponsorship/fundraising
Pavers

Larry Grollman, Stacey Reibach
Nan Maclachlan, Thelma Herlich

Volunteerism
100 Mitzvot for 100 Years
History of Beth El programs
Shabbat honoring program

Susie Seletz
Joan Charlson, Lisa Sharfstein, Beth Ungar
Beth Pomerantz
Heidi Cohen

Religious School

Francine Rosenthal

Endowment

Bryan Neft

And special thanks to our overall chairs,
Al Scheimer, Deb Scheimer and Aliza Gelb
for always moving the team forward!
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THE BETH EL ADVANTAGE

Giant Eagle Grocery cards
Beth El receives a 5% rebate. It costs you nothing. What could be easier?
Sign up for your Giant Eagle grocery cards to be sent directly to your home each month.

$25, $50, and $100 cards are in stock now.
Pay for your cards by check or online bill pay.
Grocery cards can be purchased by contacting the synagogue office.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

REMEMBER TO BUY GIFT CARDS FROM BETH EL

Please let me know if you want me to order anything in particular for you or to have in stock.
To see a complete list of cards that are available, go to
ShopWithScrip.com and click on Retailer List on the bottom of the page.
GIFT CARDS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

$100 Cards
Pottery Barn/
Williams Sonoma

8%

$50 Cards
Applebees
*Brueggers
Outback

8%
10%
8%

$25 Cards
American Eagle
Applebees
Barnes and Noble
Bath and Body Works
Bed Bath & Beyond
Bravo Cucina
*Brueggers
Cinemark
Dicks
*Eat n Park

10%
10%
9%
13%
7%
12%
10%
4%
8%
10%

GAP/Banana Republic/
Old Navy
14%
Home Depot
5%
Itunes
5%
Landry’s
9%
Macys
10%
Marshalls/TJ Maxx
7%
Olive Garden/Red Lobster/
Seasons 52/ Bahama
Breeze
9%
Outback/Bonefish Grill
8%
Panera
9%
P.F. Chang/Pottery Barn 8%
Red Robin
9%
Wms. Sonoma
8%
TGI Friday
9%
*Wet Seal (20% off)
7%

$15 Cards
Itunes

5%

$10 Cards
Barnes & Noble
Bath & Body Works
*Boston Market
Brueggers
*Eat n Park
Panera
Starbucks
*Wendy’s

9%
13%
12%*
10%
10%
10%
7%
4%

*Not available at Giant Eagle
Restaurants advertised are not certified
as kosher by Beth El. Eating kosher
fish and cooked vegetables in non
certified restaurants shall not be as a
violation of Conservative dietary laws.

Now purchase and shop online, our code is B 7 C 8 3 7 9 D 1 1 2 2 (no spaces)!
Any questions, please feel free to email the synagogue office for more information.
Loads more vendors, including other $100’s
are available and can be ordered by contacting Tibey.
Cards make great Afikomen, Birthday, or Chanukah Gifts.
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Big Payouts! Smaller Crowds! Better Chances of Winning!
B-I-N-G-O!
WE NEVER CUT PRIZES!

Beth El Bingo has finished the fiscal year and has had its best year ever! Thanks to the Queen of Hearts
game, we had record attendance this past year which allowed us to raise more money than ever before.
We have learned from the past year and we started a new Queen of Hearts game as soon as a lucky player
won the last game. In case you do not know what the Queen of Hearts game is, we place a deck of cards
onto a board and then each week a player picks off a card hoping to get the Queen of Hearts. Each week,
the pot grows until someone ultimately picks the Queen of Hearts. This past year, there were only two or
three cards left when the Queen of Hearts was picked. So far, no one has picked the Queen of earts in the
current game and the pot is already over $5,000.00. As the pot continues to increase, so does attendance.
We were able to pick up several new volunteers this past year and each new volunteer can attest to the
fulfillment achieved by being a volunteer. Even though we have several new volunteers, we can always use
more. When we have a lot of volunteers, we can service our players better and sell more instant tickets to
our players, which brings in more money to Beth El.
Working at Beth El Bingo is also a good way to meet Beth El Members who you may not already know and
to make new friends. We also serve as ambassadors to the players who may not otherwise come into
contact with Jewish people. his e-mail is a suspected cam.
We are working hard to continue our success and we need the support of additional volunteers. If you are
interested in volunteering for 1-2 hours a month and want more information, please contact Jay Feuer,
Debbie Goldberg, Andy Gross or Warren Sufrin. Please also use the attached coupon and pass it
out to bingo players, telling them about the value of playing at our non-smoking bingo.

Free Dinner
July 11th
&
August 8th

Coupon entitles the bearer to
$5 worth of Beth El Bingo Bucs.

Bingo is every Tuesday.

Doors open at 6:00 PM, Games start at 7:00 PM.
Invited by
Beth El member: ______________________________________________________________________________
Guest name:

______________________________________________________________________________

Beth El Congregation of the South Hills
1900 Cochran Road • 412-561-1168 • One coupon per player • Expires 9/30/2017
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Business, this is Beth El's business that brings in a huge amount of money from
outside sources.

Extra help is always needed and appreciated; contact the Beth El Bingo Chairs,
Debbie Goldberg and Jay Feuer, or Vice-Chairs, Andy Gross & Warren Sufrin.

Tuesday evenings - Beth El Bingo 7 PM on Tuesdays.
Hungry? Once a month we offer free pasta dinner to our players and workers.
Every age group and personality is needed as workers.
Learn, there are positions we need where a person can learn and practice skills.
Bring in your regifted gifts to use as tip board merchandise.
Important to have as many workers as possible each week.
New volunteers are very welcome and numerous volunteers are always needed.

Great opportunity to meet new friends and to help Beth El at the same time.
Outstanding fundraiser for Beth El when we have a sufficient number of volunteers.

If you are interested in volunteering for
1-2 hours a month and want more information, please contact
Jay Feuer, Deb Goldberg, Andy Gross, or Warren Sufrin.
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DUPLICATE BRIDGE
Have fun and meet new people
while playing the world’s greatest
card game!
Master Points awarded.
NON-LIFE MASTER GAMES
12:00 p.m. TUESDAY and
6:00 p.m. THURSDAY
Bring a partner or match up at game.

Directed by Darlene
Mannheimer:
412-343-0419 home,
412-913-5944 cell
or Darlenedlm@aol.com
OPEN GAMES
6:30p.m. TUESDAY
and 12:00p.m. THURSDAY
Bring a partner Tuesday/partners
available Thursday.
Directed by Don Averbach:
412-221-1615 home or
412-897-4477 cell
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Beth El Congregation of the South Hills Donation Form
Please use this form to make only one donation by circling the appropriate fund.
Use a separate form for each fund. I wish to donate to the fund indicated.
Attached is my check in the amount of $ ____ ($7.50 minimum donation)
This donation is being made:
In Honor of: ___________________________

In Memory of: _______________________

Other: ___________________________
This donation is made by:
Name:

_______________________________________________

Please send acknowledgement to:
Name:
____________________________________________

Address:

Address:

_______________________________________________
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUNDS:
Brit Kodesh Fund
Established in honor of Brit Milah and
baby namings, funds are used to
provide for youth religious programs.
Howard Lazear Fund
Scholarships for needy children in the
school to attend special events.
Milton Lederman Fund
Awards a Hay class student who has
made the greatest progress in the
school. Additionally, funds will provide
tutoring.
Louis R. Paul Fund
Purchase of audio-visual equipment for
the religious school.
Religious School Discretionary Fund
Provides for additional enrichment
activities for the Religious School.
Spiegel Religious School Fund
Used for additional religious school
Programming
Seemen J. Rose Fund
Awards an outstanding student in the
Hay class.
Pearl Simmons Family Education Fund
Provides for family educational
Programming.
Shirley Stolzer Fund
Funds are to be used for student
education.

LIBRARY FUNDS:
Anita (Nicky) Gordon Fund
To purchase artwork & decorations.
Sufrin-Melman-BEST Weekend Fund
To be used for BEST Weekend.
Sol and Clara Metlin Fund
Used for adult education.
Nan Toder Memorial Fund
To help establish a children’s corner of
the library.

ENDOWMENT FUND

Helps ensure Beth El’s future.

____________________________________________

CHILDRENS SERVICES
YOUTH FUNDS:
Stephen J. Cirota Fund
Used for special sessions for youth.
Ellen Rochelle Rudt Youth Scholarship
Fund
Provides awards to outstanding teenagers
to attend USY programs.
Youth Fund
Provides for youth programming.

SISTERHOOD FUNDS:
Camp Ramah Scholarship
Provides funds for Beth El children to
attend Camp Ramah.
Renee Skirboll Memorial Fund for
Jewish Enrichment
Provides funds to be used for programs
sponsored by the Conservative
movement as well as Jewish enrichment
for women (example Melton). Funds
available for high school students whose
mother is a Sisterhood member in good
standing.
David Stahl Memorial Library Fund
Purchases books and supplies for the
Library.
Marianne Zimmt Fund
Provides scholarships to Beth El
teenagers participating in a formal USY
Jewish travel program of more than 3
weeks in length (USY on Wheels,
Pilgrimage, other Israel Programs.)

GENERAL FUNDS:
First Mondays
The First Mondays is brought to you by
the Beth El Membership Committee,
coordinated by Sharon Moskowitz, and
emceed by Rabbi Alex Greenbaum.
General Fund
Used for budget operating expenses.
Repair & Maintenance Fund
Emergency repairs for the building.

BUILDING FUNDS:
Building Fund
Building improvements and repairs.
Jerome and Joan Finn Family Cemetery
Fund
Cemetery beautification.
Greening Account
Greening of the building.
Kitchen Fund
To replace needed items in the kitchen.
Mollie and Erwin Neuman Fund
Sisterhood Room/Bridal Suite furnishings
and upkeep.
Michael B. Sufrin Fund
Undesignated

RITUAL FUNDS:
Leizer Balk Fund
Used for purchase, repair & upkeep of
ritual objects.
Chapel Fund
Used for needs in the chapel.
Cantor Samuel J. Lazier Fund
Used for musical needs of the
Congregation.
Prayerbook Fund
Purchase Siddurim (min donation $30), Etz
Hayim (min donation $75), and Humashim
(min donation $50); name plate in book
identifies donation.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Used for causes & needs deemed
important by Rabbi.
Maurice Rosenberg Fund
For repair of a Torah.
Helene Weinstein Family Crisis Fund
To provide assistance for any family crisis
such as burial, shiva meals, & expenses for
families in need.
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GIVING TREE
Beth El Congregation has a beautiful Giving Tree in the reception area. The golden leaves of the tree, and the
bronze stones at the base, await inscription by those contributors who wish to remember a special occasion,
honor someone, or memorialize a loved one. Leaves and stones can be purchased for any occasion or just to let
someone know that you care.
Leaves are $200.00
Small Stones are $900.00
Large Stones are $1,800.00

For additional information,
please call the synagogue office

BETH EL UNITY GARDEN
Yes, I would like to help Beth El Congregation USY and Israel grow! Enclosed is my contribution of $_______
for_____ trees at $18.00 each. Mail payment to Beth El or drop it off in the office. A beautiful certificate of
acknowledgement will be sent to the person/s listed below.
In honor of :

URL http://bethelcong.org/participate/ways-give/unity-garden/
__________________________________

In memory of: _________________________________
Please send
a certificate to :
Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________State: _____ Zip: ________

From:

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:

State: _____ Zip: _________
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Thank You
Beth El Congregation would like to thank the
following people who have sponsored either an
Oneg or Kiddush recently:

We offer sincere condolences to:
Dawn (Lowell) Lebovitz on the passing of Dawn’s mother,
Bernice Voitilla.
Patty (William) Snyder on the passing of Patty’s father, Zolton
Fodor.



Saturday morning Kiddush sponsored by friends of
Marlese Robinson in honor of her first Aliyah and Torah
Reading.



Barry (Malori) Asman on the passing of Barry’s father, Harry
Asman.

Saturday morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Elana and Curt Kreisel in honor of Seth’s Bar Mitzvah.



Adam (Lainey) Becker on the passing of Adam’s father,
Donald Becker.

Saturday morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Joan and Jack Bruni in honor of Michael’s Bar Mitzvah..



Saturday morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by Lisa
Sharfstein and Andrew Baram in honor of Jonah’s Bar
Mitzvah.



The Saturday morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Jan and Cliff Spungen in honor of Leah and John’s
Aufruf.



Saturday morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Alan and Shelly Glick Gryfe, and Bruce and Helene
Glick Landman in honor of Elana & Bill’s Aufruf.



Saturday Morning Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Frani and Stu Williams in honor of Shane’s Bar
Mitzvah.



Sisterhood



Congregation

Zara Tabor on the passing of her husband, Nate Tabor.
Karen (Don) Morris on the passing of Karen’s mother, Ruth
Nayhouse.
Sara (Sally) Herrup on the passing of her son, David Herrup.

Mazel Tov
Rabbis Alex and Amy on their 15 year anniversary at
Beth El.
Leah Spungen and John Herbst on their Aufruf and
marriage.
Elana Barkowitz and Bill Glick on their Aufruf and
marriage.
Vered and Ryan Cohen on the birth of their daughter,
Aliza.
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SAVE THE DATE!
August 8th - Pirates Jewish Heritage Night

August 27th - Picnic of the Century
September 8th - Sheldon Low is back!

Office Telephone: 412-561-1168
Office Fax: 412-561-0499

Beth El Webpage: www.bethelcong.org

September/ October Kol Deadline:

August 17, 2017

Beth El
Facebook
Page

