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J Line south Hills gives you choice, diversity and
depth in your Jewish learning experiences
J Line south Hills proudly welcomes a wide variety
of perspectives and identities

WHO

}}}

WHAT

}}}

WHEN

}}}

Teens in grades 8-12 regardless of affiliation or background

Teens asking questions and seeking answers to questions like:
Who am I?
With whom and what am I connected?
To whom and for what am I responsible in this world?
How can I bring about change in the world?

Monday evenings, 6-8:30 PM, includes a weekly, open dinner
See full calendar at JCCPGH.org/jline

WHERE }}}

Temple Emanuel • 1250 Bower Hill Road
Beth El Congregation • 1900 Cochran Road

}}}

Pick classes. Get engaged. Be with friends.

HOW

Choose Your Journey…
J Line

412-697-3518
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Dear Teen,
Fall is nearly upon us…and wow, do we have an exciting year ahead of us at J-Line South Hills! All of
us can’t wait to see you. We look forward to hearing the buzz of learning and laughter as we gather
together in our new South Hills program designed by (with only a little adult help) and for you.
We are honored to be a part of this experience—to bring Judaism to life in a way that is relevant,
enriching and worthwhile. We recognize that your teenage years are an important time, and we aim
to make Jewish values ‘front row and center’ in a way that speaks to you.
We are partners in a very important endeavor—creating space that connects you to your inner self
and to others. J Line South Hills will be a place that feels safe and special—a second home.
This is a new partnership—Temple Emanuel, Beth El Congregation, South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh, the
JCC and you are joining forces to bring the very best opportunities to the South Hills. This coming
together has been a long time in the making—and we are so glad to see it become a reality.
We look forward to seeing you in September!
B’shalom,
Rabbi Jessica Locketz
Temple Emanuel

Rabbi Alex Greenbaum
Beth El

OPENING NIGHT TEEN GATHERING
Monday, September 11, 2017
“Being a Teen in 21st Century America”
6-8:30 pm • Dinner included
Temple Emanuel

monday evening schedule
6:00 – 6:30 pm

Weekly Open Dinner

6:30 – 7:15 pm

Hour 1

7:15 – 7:30 pm

Break/Snack

7:30 – 8:15 pm

Hour 2

8:15 – 8:30 pm

Sikkum—
Grade Level End of Night Circles

Regular classes take place at Temple Emanuel.
Special sessions, as noted, take place at Beth El and/or
the JCC South Hills.

Chris Herman
J-Line/JCC

Registration Info
All registration and payment information and processes can
be found at:

https://jccpgh.formstack.com/forms/jlinesouthhills
Tuition
• Sign up for all three trimesters including dinner and
snacks for $525.
• 10th Grade Confirmation requires a full year commitment.
• Sign up for each trimester separately including dinner
and snacks for $200 each
• For questions about registration, please contact Ariel
DiFelice, Administrative Services Associate, Department of
Jewish Life of the JCC, at adifelice@jccpgh.org or
412-697-3518.
• For questions about curriculum, please contact
Chris Herman, Teen Division Director, Department of
Jewish Life of the JCC, at cherman@jccpgh.org or
412-339-5395.

Not a member of any of these institutions? Not a
problem! J Line South Hills is open to every teen.

Powered by South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh,
Temple Emanuel, Beth El Congregation,
and the JCC of Greater Pittsburgh

J Line

412-697-3518
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■ fall trimester classes

September 18, 25
October 2, 16, 23, 30
November 13, 20

HOUR 1: 6:30–7:15 PM
■ #MyJewishSnapshot: Grade 8
We live in a world that is filled with images. Whether you are
instagramming, snapping, or streaming Netflix, thousands of
images are being presented to you every day, each telling a
unique story. Now it is YOUR turn to do the storytelling! You
will be on the other side of the lens. Get creative and craft
new images that tell the story of Jewish values and customs.
Get ready to tell your story through images!
Rabbi Jessica Locketz

■ Character Counts: Grade 9
Choices, choices, choices…. every day we make hundreds of
decisions, what we wear, what we eat, and even how we
speak. Some choices come easily, others are more
challenging. When it comes to the challenging decisions we
make around friends, family, relationships, and character,
Judaism has some advice. We will explore this advice and
decide if we want to take it, and if so, how will it change us
for the better?
Barak Naveh

■ Confirmation: Grade 10

Special Program
Thanksgiving Leftovers—
Impacting Hunger in Our South Hills
Community with SHIM
Monday, November 27
6:30–8:30 PM
Beth El Congregation
1900 Cochran Road

How have the teachings of Judaism shaped Jewish minds,
hearts and souls for the past 3,000 years? Judaism is
explored as “The Wisdom of The Ages”,“The Mysteries of The
Universe”,“The Secrets of Existence” and “The Key to
Goodness, Happiness and Holiness”. Teens explore Rabbi
Joseph Telushkin’s book, Jewish Literacy, and celebrate their
successful completion of the course with Confirmation on
Shavuot.
Rabbis Mark Mahler and Alex Greenbaum

■ Taking the Lead: Grades 11-12
Whether you’re a youth group member, an aspiring camp
counselor, or just itching to broaden your leadership
horizons, come learn with camp and leadership experts from
the Pittsburgh Jewish community! Brush up on team
building skills, dive into some creative problem-solving, and
add a host of other skills to your leadership toolkit.
Andrew Exler and Chris Herman

J Line

412-697-3518
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● Fall trimester Chugim
Choose one class for your grade from each column

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
SEPTEMBER 18 & 25
OCTOBER 2 & 16

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
OCTOBER 23,
NOVEMBER 13 & 20

● Mythbusters: Grades 8-9

● Shabbat Blessings: Grades 8-9

We go through our lives relying on certain assumptions:
matzah balls are round, hamentaschen are triangular, pita is
flat and Passover cakes—well, they are just plain bad. But what
about the important stuff? Did God actually create the world in
7 days? Were Abraham and Sarah really that old when they
had Isaac? Did the sea really split? Can we bust these myths, or
not? You get to debate, decide and conclude.

What ritual objects do you associate with Shabbat? Most
people mention candlesticks, Kiddush cups or challah covers.
In this art class, we will explore ritual Shabbat objects found in
present and past artwork. Each student will design and create
a new Shabbat ritual object—a Shabbat blessing container.
We will work with a variety of textile materials such as tiles,
beads, string, yarn, fabric. At the end of the course, each
student will have a beautiful object and a new tradition to add
to his/her Shabbat table.

Rabbi Alex Greenbaum

● City of Bridges: Refugees, Immigrants, and
Yinzers—Grades 8-9
With all the back and forth political banter about immigrants
and refugees being allowed into America, we can’t help but
question, where does Pittsburgh stand on the issue? We will
explore the role immigrants and refugees have played in our
city of bridges while reflecting on the Jewish values that might
clarify the tension between being welcoming and protecting
ourselves. Our guest speakers will include immigrants and
refugees along with those who have helped them settle in
Pittsburgh.
Rabbi Ron Symons

Michelle Dreyfuss

● Being Jewish in Public School: Grades 8-9
We will explore what it means to be Jewish in a Christian
majority when it comes to holidays, racism, bigotry and antiSemitism. You will have opportunities to share stories and
problem solve as together we will figure out how to remain
proud Jews in a non-Jewish world.
Barak Naveh

● Wonder Woman: Feminism and Judaism
Grades 10-12

Saturday Night Live has been making people laugh for decades.
The show boasts a Jewish creator, Jewish writers and cast
members, and plenty of Jewish material. But what is a Jewish
joke, who can make it, and what impact, if any, does it have on
us as Jews? Dive into the vast world of skits, songs, and
reactions that make up Jewish SNL.

Jewish history is rich with debate over the intersection of
feminism and Judaism. Explore some of the people and events
that have contributed to this ongoing discussion, from
Deborah, the only female judge mentioned in the Bible, to Blu
Greenberg, founder of the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance;
and onward to the Daughters of Zelophehad to Women of the
Wall. Together, we will talk about what feminism means and
how it fits with Judaism and the social agenda.

Barak Naveh

Hannah Kalson

● Does God Have a Jewish Channel on SiriusXM?:
Grades 10-12

● City of Bridges: Refugees, Immigrants, and
Yinzers: Grades 10-12

Can what initially appears to be a cheesy song about teenage
romance actually be a way to imagine God singing sweet
nothings to you? Can our inability to get Carly Rae out of our
heads actually help us live out the ideal of praying without
ceasing? Listen to and interpret songs in pop culture that
reference different ideas of God.

With all the back and forth about immigrants and refugees
being allowed into America, we can’t help but question, where
does Pittsburgh stand on the issue? We will explore the role
immigrants and refugees have played in our city of bridges
while reflecting on the Jewish values that might clarify the
tension between being welcoming and protecting ourselves.
Our guest speakers will include immigrants and refugees
along with those who have helped them settle in Pittsburgh.

● SNL: Grades 10-12

Rabbi Jessica Locketz

Rabbi Ron Symons

J Line

412-697-3518
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■winter trimester classes

DECEMBER 4, 11, 18
JANUARY 8, 22, 29
FEBRUARY 5
HOUR 1: 6:30–7:15 PM
■ 7 Habits of Highly Effective Jewish Teens:
Grade 8
There is so much to do as a teen: social media, friends, sleep, school,
family…how can we be expected to fit all of this in? “The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective Teens” is a system designed to help you do it all. We
will uncover the habits with film, food, experience, and
conversation.
Rabbi Ron Symons

■ Character Counts: Grade 9
Choices, choices, choices…. Every day we make thousands of
decisions from what we wear to what we eat to how we speak.
Some of them come easily, others are more challenging. When it
comes to the challenging decisions around friends, language and
ethics, Judaism has some advice. We will explore this advice and
decide if we want to take it.
Barak Naveh

■ Confirmation: Grade 10
How have the teachings of Judaism shaped Jewish minds, hearts
and souls for the past 3,000 years? Judaism is explored as “The
Wisdom of The Ages”,“The Mysteries of The Universe”,“The Secrets of
Existence” and “The Key to Goodness, Happiness and Holiness”.
Teens explore Rabbi Joseph Telushkin’s book, Jewish Literacy, and
celebrate their successful completion of the course with
Confirmation on Shavuot.

Special Programs
MLK Action Night
Monday, January 15, 2018
6:30–8:30 PM
Beth El Congregation
1900 Cochran Road

Rabbis Mark Mahler and Alex Greenbaum

■ They Were In Charge—Now We Are: Grades 11-12
Throughout history, leaders have shaped the character of our
communities through the decisions they made, both for good and
for bad. Using case studies and team building exercises, we will
relive their decisions and explore the consequences so that we can
learn more about our own leadership and impact on shaping the
community around us.

Presidents’ Day Symposium:
How Great is America?
Monday, February 12, 2018
6:30–8:30 PM
Beth El Congregation
1900 Cochran Road

Chris Herman

J Line

412-697-3518
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●winter trimester Chugim
Choose one class for your grade from each column

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
DECEMBER 4, 11, 18
JANUARY 8

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
JANUARY 22, 29
FEBRUARY 5

● The Art Of War: Who Should Live and Who
Should Die?—Grades 8-9

● Jewish Short Stories: Grades 8-9

Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan? Drones and chemical weapons? Preemptive or retaliatory? These are big questions being asked in
situation rooms around the world. As you dig into ‘The Art of
War’ you will debate what makes a just war. Jewish wisdom has
something to say about it.
Rabbi Alex Greenbaum

“Art is too long and life is too short,” said Jewish-American
writer Grace Paley when asked why she hadn’t published more
works or any novels. Instead, she wrote poetry and a number
of collections of short stories, a favorite medium of many
Jewish authors. Read some short stories from across genres,
and explore what these writers are able to say, and how they
are able to affect the Jewish community in so few pages.
Barak Naveh

● LGBTQA: 21st Century Conversations—
Grades 8-9
Was it “Adam and Eve” or “Adam and Steve” back in the garden?
Was the first creation a man, woman or both? Does it even
matter? These are among the foundational questions we will
ask as we explore our 21st-century perspectives on LGBTQ
realities. Your opinions will make all the difference as we meet
a wide variety of people from in and around Pittsburgh who
have what to say about the issues confronting the LGBTQA
community and all of us.

● J-Serve 2018: Grades 8-9
(340 Teens) x (5 hours of Service) = LOTS OF GOODNESS!
The 1,700 hours that we served last year represented the
largest group of teens in any city in North America
participating in J-Serve! Explore why doing good with your
peers is a really good Jewish thing to do. Uncover the values
that drive us to make difference for good in the world around
us and get psyched for J-Serve 2018, March 11, 2018!
Hannah Kalson and Stephanie Aaronson with J-Serve Teen Leaders

Rabbi Ron Symons

● Current Events: Grades 10-12
If you only read the headlines, you might not know what to
think of the 24-hour news that comes our way. This is a weekly
opportunity to go a little bit deeper. You pick the headline and
your instructor will help you make sense of it through
respectful conversation that brings lots of voices to the table.
You will learn how to understand then be understood as you
explore the issues of today with a Jewish lens.
Barak Naveh

● L’Taken Seminar Prep: Grades 10-12
In partnership with the Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism (RAC), you will have the opportunity to impact our
country as you share your views on social justice topics with
decision-makers on Capitol Hill. Each year more than 2,000
teens from across the country attend L’Taken seminars. These
sessions are designed for teens traveling with Rabbis Locketz
and Greenbaum to Washington DC in January.

● Side by Side: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Grades 10-12
Let’s break down the myths, untruths and false assumptions
about Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as we compare them
side by side. We will have conversations with Christian and
Moslem leaders as we explore the ‘we’ in ‘we the people… of
this very diverse community we call Pittsburgh.
Rabbi Ron Symons and Rabbi Alex Greenbaum

● Garage Band: Grades 10-12
There is something about music that is transforming. It sets the
mood, expresses ideas, calms anxiety, and gets us revved up.
Bring any instrument, rhythm, and/or your voice and make
music with friends.

Rabbi Jessica Locketz

J Line

412-697-3518
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■ spring trimester classes

FEBRUARY 26
MARCH 5, 12, 19
APRIL 9, 23,30
HOUR 1: 6:30–7:15 PM
■ Israel@70! Grades 8-9
70 years ago on May 14, 1948, after 2,000 years of exile, the Jewish People
were able to establish the modern State of Israel! Ever since then, Israel
has been at the center of Jewish identity and world conversation. Join us
in exploration of the great accomplishments Israel has achieved and the
great challenges Israel has met. Lastly, we will look to the future and
explore what might be for Israel in the decades to come.
Barak Naveh

■ Whose God Is It Anyway? Grades 8-9
Is God an old guy with a long beard? Does God have a gender? Is there a
God at all? We will use meditation and reflection, renewal and spiritual
techniques to uncover what we might believe about God and how those
beliefs might actually affect our lives.
Rabbi Jessica Locketz

■ Confirmation: Grade 10
How have the teachings of Judaism shaped Jewish minds, hearts and
souls for the past 3,000 years? Judaism is explored as “The Wisdom of The
Ages”,“The Mysteries of The Universe”,“The Secrets of Existence” and “The
Key to Goodness, Happiness and Holiness”. Teens explore Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin’s book, Jewish Literacy, and celebrate their successful
completion of the course with Confirmation on Shavuot.
Rabbis Mark Mahler and Alex Greenbaum

■ The Most Important Commandment of Them All
Grades 11-12
Picture this: You are studying with a classmate in Freshman English 101
Seminar. While exploring Shakespeare, she looks up at you and says, “You
are the first Jew I ever met. What is the most important thing about
Judaism I should know?” How will you answer?

Special Program
70!— An Israel Celebration
Monday, April 16, 2018
6:30–8:30 PM
JCC South Hills
345 Kane Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

There are 613 commandments in the Torah, but which one is the most
important to Judaism today? 1,500 years ago, the Talmud recorded 9
answers to this question. We will explore big questions and meet
Pittsburghers who live out ‘the most important commandment’ from
their own perspective. In the end, you will have learned about the 9 and
come up with your own answer.
Rabbi Ron Symons

J Line

412-697-3518
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●SPRING TRIMESTER chugim
Choose one class for your grade from each column

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
FEBRUARY 26
MARCH 5, 12, 19

HOUR 2: 7:30–8:15 PM
APRIL 9, 23, 30

● Breaking Bread: Grades 8-9

● Jewish Taboo: Sex, Drugs, and Rock & Roll
Grades 8-9

Even though it might be hard to believe given the world news,
Jews and Muslims share many values and customs. Chief
among them is food. The sharing of bread has been a way to
break down barriers throughout the millennia. When Jews and
Muslims come together to eat the conversation often turns to
kosher and halal standards. Are they the same? How are they
different? How can food be the unifying force in our muchneeded relationship? Get ready to cook and eat.
TBD

● A Jewish Thing Happened on the Way To The
Theater: Grades 8-9
For those who love theater, there is nothing better than a story
told in song. Broadway musicals make us laugh and cry, sing
and dance. Many themes of Broadway musicals are also the
themes of everyday life that are reflected in Jewish values. We
will listen and sing, discuss and uncover as we make our way to
the theater.
Rabbi Alex Greenbaum

● Café Aroma: Grades 11-12
How can young Israelis afford the rising cost of housing in
Israel, or the decline in social services like health and
education? Should the Ultra-Orthodox be exempt from serving
in the military? Should there be mandatory service in the
military at all? Explore the hottest topics today for someone
living in Israel. When Israelis sit down for coffee with friends,
what do they debate about?

What else needs to be said? Can Jews? Should Jews? Would
Jews? Rabbi Alex will challenge your assumptions and help
you explore the shouldas, wouldas, and couldas of Jewish
living.
Rabbi Alex Greenbaum

● SHIM – Neighbors helping Neighbors
Grades 8-9
Born nearly fifty years ago as South Hills Interfaith Ministries
by, no kidding, a priest, a rabbi and a minister, SHIM has been
providing food, clothing and services to Southern Pittsburgh
residents in need. This class will introduce you to the vast array
of SHIM’s work and the Jewish values that motivate us to get
involved.
Rabbi Jessica Locketz

● Current Events: Grades 10-12
If you only read the headlines, you might not know what to
think of the 24 hour news that comes our way. This is a weekly
opportunity to go a little bit deeper as you explore the issues
with a Jewish lens. You pick the headline and your instructor
will help you make sense of it through respectful conversation
that brings lots of voices to the table.
Barak Naveh

● Game Night: Grades 10-12

Whether you are moving on this summer or next, the transition
from high school to college, from camp to other work can be
just a little bit daunting. Let’s talk about it with two mentors
who have been there and done that and have kept Judaism in
their hearts and actions.

Games like Cards Against Humanity, Settlers of Catan,
Monopoly and The Game of Life have provided countless
hours of hilarious entertainment. But these games can also tell
us a lot about how we understand the world around us. Living
on Boardwalk: $400; Living on Baltic Avenue: $60. How are
these prices determined? Is it fair? Where would you want to
live? Moving out of the shadow of political correctness: Is it
okay to poke fun at sensitive subjects? When are we allowed to
laugh or when should we take it seriously? Is it ethical? Play
the games and explore these questions and more!

Andrew Exler and Phil Gelman

Chris Herman

Barak Naveh

● Beyond Camp & Beyond High School:
Grades 11-12

J Line

412-697-3518
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additional Programs—Beyond monday nights
HaZamir: Grades 8-12
Learn Jewish music, make friends from around the world,
and perform in world-class venues. HaZamir Pittsburgh
rehearses Jewish choral music on Sunday afternoons at the
JCC in preparation for a spring performance with more than
400 other teens from around the world at Carnegie Music
Hall or Lincoln Center in New York City.
For more information, please contact Chris Herman at
cherman@jccpgh.org or 412-339-5395.

J-Serve: Grades 6-12
Sunday, March 11, 2018

340+ Teens!

J-Serve Pittsburgh is a teen-led day of Jewish community
service, attended last year by 340 Jewish teens from all over
the greater Pittsburgh area. J-Serve takes place in more than
90 cities around the world annually. We had the largest JServe turnout last year, but Atlanta is threatening us – let’s
follow the example set by the Penguins and repeat! Teens
can volunteer at more than 15 service locations.
For more information about joining the Steering Committee, or to
join the mailing list, please contact Hannah Kalson at
hkalson@jccpgh.org.

J-Serve Pittsburgh is a partnership of the Jewish
Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh, Repair
the World: Pittsburgh, BBYO, and the Volunteer
Center of the Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh.

L’Taken Social Justice Seminar
January 26-29, 2018
In partnership with the Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism (RAC), you will have the opportunity to impact our
country as you share your views on social justice topics with
decision-makers on Capitol Hill. Our program is designed to
both expose you to a variety of public policy issues and
explore the Jewish values that inform advocacy around
these issues. Throughout the weekend, we will give you the
knowledge and tools to write an effective, persuasive and
passionate speech on a topic of your choice to present when
you visit the offices of your Senators and Representatives on
the Monday of the program.

BBYO Global Teen Shabbat
BBYO is coming together with Temple Emanuel of South
Hills to celebrate a community Shabbat on Friday,
December 1.

Diller Teen Fellows Grades 10-11
Diller Teen Fellows program is an immersive leadership
program inviting a select group of Jewish teens from 6
continents and 32 communities to step up, lead their
communities, and repair the world. The depth of the
program, global engagement, and a focus on experiential
learning create an enduring impact on participants and their
families, building leaders with the power to change the
world.
For more information, contact Stephanie Aaronson,
saaronson@jccpgh.org or 412-697-3233

J Line

412-697-3518
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Calendar 2017–2018
September 11

Opening Day and Fall Classes Begin

September 18, 25
October 2, 16, 23
November 13, 20

Fall Classes

November 27

Special event
Thanksgiving Leftovers – Impacting Hunger in Our
South Hills Community with SHIM
at Beth El Congregation

December 4

Winter Classes Begin

December 4, 11, 18
January 8, 22, 29
February 5

J Line

Winter Classes

Monday, January 15

Special Event:
MLK Action Night
Beth El Congregation

January 26-29, 2018

L’Taken trip to Washington, DC

February 12

Special Event: President’s Day Symposium
Beth El Congregation

February 26

Spring Classes Begin

February 26
March 5, 12, 19
April 9, 23,30

Spring Classes

Monday, April 16

Special Event:
70! An Israel Celebration
JCC South Hills

April 30

Last session and chagigah (End-of-Year Celebration)

May 20, 2018

Tenth-grade Confirmation

412-697-3518

What Teens Are Saying About J Line

“Fun!”

“J Line is a place where
Jewish teens really come
together”
“I love it!”
“It’s a great
experience”

“We discuss real
issues”

“The teachers
listen to what we’re
interested in”

Visit us online JCCPGH.org/jline
@jlinepgh

@jlinepgh

J Line at
the JCC

