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Renie Mistick’s retirement party.

Adult Ed with Rabbi Alex.

The cooks behind Bingo pasta night.
Rehearsal for “Musical Shabbat.”
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Upcoming Services
Friday, January 5
Services: 6:00 PM

Friday, February 16
Services: 6:00 PM

February 18
Men’s Club Brunch 10:00 AM

Parashat Shemot
Saturday, January 6
Services: 9:15 AM

Parashat Terumah
Saturday, February 17
Services: 9:15 AM

February 26
Adult Ed. Speaker Series 7:30 PM

Friday, January 12
Services: 6:00 PM

Friday, February 23
Services: 6:00 PM

Parashat Va’era
Saturday, January 13
Services: 9:15 AM
Bar Mitzvah:
Zach Spatz

Wednesday, February 28
Fast of Esther
Megillah Reading
Temple Emanuel
Purim Shpiel: 5:30 PM

Friday, January 19
Services: 6:00 PM

Upcoming Events:

Parashat Bo
Saturday, January 20
Services: 9:15 AM

January 1
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Friday, January 26
Services: 6:00 PM

January 7
Adult Ed Movie Night 7:30 PM

Parashat Beshallah
Saturday, January 27
Services: 9:15 AM

January 22 and 29th
Adult Ed. Speaker Series 7:30 PM

Friday, February 2
Services: 6:00 PM

February 3
Torah Yoga 9:00 AM
PJ Shabbat

Parashat Yitro
Saturday, February 3
Services: 9:15 AM
Torah Yoga: 9:00 AM

February 4
Empty Bowls
Men’s Club World Wide Wrap

Friday, February 9
Services: 6:00 PM
Musical Service and
Throwdown
Parashat Mishpatim
Saturday, February 10
Services: 9:15 AM

February 28
Erev Purim
Megillah Reading/Shpiel 5:30 PM
at Temple Emanuel
March 1
Purim

For the entire
calendar of events
please go to:
www.bethelcong.org

HEAL, GROW,
LIVE WITH HOPE
NARANON AND NA
MEETINGS

February 5
Adult Ed. Speaker Series 7:30 PM
February 9
Musical Service / Throwdown
February 12
Adult Ed. Speaker Series 7:30 PM

AT BETH EL
ON
WEDNESDAYS FROM
7:30-8:30 PM.
PLEASE ENTER THROUGH
THE
OFFICE DOORS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
OR IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS,
PLEASE CONTACT
KAREN AT
412-563-3395.

Candle Lighting Times
January 5
January 12
January 19

4:52 PM
4:59 PM
5:07 PM

January 26
February
February 9

5:15 PM
5:23 PM
5:32 PM

February 16
February 23

5:40 PM
5:49 PM
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DON’T TAKE THE LORD’S NAME IN VAIN?
From the Desk of
Rabbi Alex…
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that
taketh His name in vain.” The Third Commandment - Exodus
20:6. I was taught that this verse has nothing to do with
stubbing my toe (“Gosh Darnit!”). Instead, it was referring to
lying or rather lying under oath. “I swear to tell the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, so help me God.” And, if I
don’t tell the truth, then I have taken the Lord’s name in vain.
The Rabbis of Old took oaths in the name of God very
seriously. The act of speaking an oath or a vow aloud gives it
binding force in traditional Jewish law. As the Torah says, in
Numbers 30:3, “When a man voweth a vow unto the Lord, or
sweareth an oath to bind his soul with a bond, he shall not
break his word; he shall do according to all that proceedeth
out of his mouth.” The Rabbis frowned upon taking any
vows; because, God forbid, you break it. Therefore, you
should never swear to God; because, if you don’t follow
through on your promise, you’ve taken God’s name in vain.
So, the Rabbis came up with a plan. We’ll get rid of
all oaths and vows. How? Through Kol Nidre. “Kol Nidrei, All
Vows, renunciations, bans, oaths, formulas of obligation,
pledges, and promises that we vow or promise to ourselves
and to God, from this Yom Kippur to the next Yom Kippur may it approach us for good - we hereby retract. May they all
be undone, repealed, cancelled, voided, annulled, and
regarded as neither valid nor binding. Our vows shall not be
considered vows; our renunciations shall not be considered
renunciations; and our promises shall not be considered
promises.” So, we’re not saying, “Please forgive us for what
we’ve done.” Instead, we’re saying, “Forgive us for what
we’re about to do.” “From this Yom Kippur until the next Yom
Kippur,” let all our vows be void. We’re not perfect. We’re
going to make mistakes. We’re going to take God’s name in
vain. So, God forgive us.
“Do not take God’s name in vain.” Do not lie under
oath. Do not swear to God. I’ve been okay with that
explanation for a very long while, until recently. The idea that
if I stub my toe, curse out loud, in the heat of the moment,
and that God can’t handle it, is beyond me. It’s not like God
is a child. God knows that there is a difference between
having a bad day, a bad moment, a joke, and blasphemy.
Once upon a time, back at Michigan State University, I
actually considered becoming a police officer. I remember
studying Criminal Psychology and one thing I learned was
that although verbal abuse of a fellow citizen can be assault,
verbal "abuse" of a police officer is not in itself criminal
behavior. In 2001, in San Francisco, it was determined that
cursing at a police officer is considered “criticism” and not a
crime. And, as recently, as in 2013, a federal appeals court
ruled that “giving the finger” to a police officer “alone cannot
establish probable cause to believe a disorderly conduct
violation has occurred.” So, what I learned in class is that
cursing at your fellow person may be assault on a fellow
citizen, but a police officer has to have a bit more restraint, a
thicker skin. That a police officer knows and can assume that

there will be verbal assaults on their character and person,
and that a police officer should expect it and be able to
handle it. So, if a police officer, a human being, can handle it;
don’t we think God can handle it? Do we really need our
fellow human beings coming down on us and saying to us,
“Don’t you take the Lord’s name in vain!”? I give God more
credit than that. I believe God can handle it. God does not
need us to protect God or stick up for God. God is a little
bigger than that.
Therefore, for me, the Third Commandment, is not
about saying “Gosh Darnnit!” But, perhaps, the Third
Commandment may also not be about swearing falsely
under oaths either. We already have another commandment
that seems to cover that. #9 - Exodus 20:13: “You shall not
bear false witness.” But, if it’s not about “Gosh Darnning” it
and it’s not about lying under oath, then how do we take
God’s name in vain today? I now believe that taking the
Lord’s name in vain, breaking the Third Commandment, is
hurting yourself or hurting another “in the name of God.”
How can we hurt ourselves in the name of God?
Well, we do “afflict” ourselves in the name of God. We are
supposed to fast on Yom Kippur, no food or water for 25
hours, the holiest day of the year. But, dropping dead on
Yom Kippur does not make you holy. I once heard of a rabbi,
so holy. So holy, that he died on Yom Kippur. He died
because he fasted when he shouldn’t have. Now, that is not
holy. Killing yourself in the name of God is truly taking God’s
name in vain. I had a congregant die, early on in my career,
during the Yom Kippur break. She drove off the side of the
road. She passed out. She was diabetic and she was fasting.
That is not holy. Fasting when your doctor says you
shouldn’t, does not make you holy. It can make you sick or
dead. And you are not allowed to hurt yourself in the name of
God. It is not a choice. It is a mitzvah. And it is a sin to fast
on Yom Kippur if you are not supposed to. And, if you do fast
when you’re not supposed to, you are hurting yourself in the
name of God and you are taking God’s name in vain.
Likewise, you are also not supposed to lose your job
because you're Jewish. The 500-year-old Code of Jewish
Law, the Shulchan Aruch, says “pray three times a
day”...unless you can’t. “Stop what you’re doing and
pray”...unless you’re going to lose your job over it. “Pray
three times a day,” if you're the boss. But, if you’re an
employee, wait until you get home. I tell our people who
must work on Shabbat. (Yes, I work on Shabbat.) I tell them,
if you have to work on Shabbat, then make it different,
special. You can walk to work, if possible, bag your lunch,
dress differently, sometimes life gets in the way. And Jewish
law would rather you have a job than lose it because of
Judaism. You are not allowed to hurt yourself in the name of
God.
Even more so, hurting someone else in the name of
God is a sin. I’m not talking about fundamentalist terrorism or
John Lennon and Imagine or religious wars. I’m talking about
hurting each other on a personal level in the name of God,
Jews and others judging their fellow human being or
embarrassing them publicly “in the name of God.” I call these
people, “The Jew Police.” They feel that it is their duty to
(Cont’d. next page)
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judge another person's Judaism. That’s the rabbi’s job! Just
kidding, a rabbi has no more right to judge than any other
Jew. According to the Talmud, “Better to throw oneself into a
fiery furnace than embarrass another.” So, who’s the better
Jew? The one who tries their best or the one who judges the
one who tries their best? Judaism is about our relationship
with each other and our relationship with God. It is not about
our view of their relationship with God. That’s for God to
judge, not us. And, if we do judge others, then we are
breaking God’s law. We are not the Jew Police. We do not
speak for God. And if we judge or embarrass someone, in
the name of God, then we are certainly taking God’s name in
vain.
We cannot hide behind God and use God as a
“human shield,” as it were, when hurting someone else,
whether persecuting gay people or our fellow intermarried
Jews and family. I found a great term out there. It’s called
“Spiritual Abuse,” the abuse of another administered under
the guise of religion, including harassment or humiliation,
which may result in psychological trauma. Religious abuse
may also include misuse of religion for selfish, secular, or
ideological ends. If we believe in God and give God enough
credit that God knows and cares, then we do have an
obligation to that God. We are supposed to be godly, to be
good. Let’s leave the judging to God. Whether someone
stubs their toe and curses in front of us or writes out G-O-D
or does not fit your definition of Judaism, then keep it to
yourself, don’t enlist with the Jew Police. God will judge the
judger. The word God comes from the German word “gut”,
meaning good. To live a life that is good is to live a godly life.
To hurt yourself or others in God’s name is to take God’s
name in vain. So, let’s all be good.

FEB 25
FEB 28

PURIM CARNIVAL
SHJCC 12:15pm
PURIM SHPIEL
“GREASE”
COSTUME PARADE
PIZZA DINNER
HAMANTASCHEN
MEGILLAH READING
Temple Emanuel 5:30pm
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RABBI’S REMINDERS
January
1
Happy New Year!
3
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
8
First Mondays 11:30am
10
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
14
Adult Ed: Famous Rabbis 10am
15
Happy Martin Luther King Jr. Day!
17
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
Interfaith Grandparents Chavurah 7pm
18
Christian-Jewish Dialogue Westminster 12pm
24
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
31
Happy Tu BeShevat!
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
February
4
5
7
11
14
15
16
19
21

Happy Super Bowl Sunday!
First Mondays 11:30am
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
Adult Ed: Famous Rabbis 10am
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am
Christian-Jewish Dialogue Westminster 12pm
Happy Chinese New Year!
Happy Presidents’ Day!
Adult Ed: I Kings 10am

The Famous Rabbis 101 Adult Ed
New (and Improved) Schedule
(now with no more than three rabbis a month)
Sun, 12/17, 10am
Rabbenu Gershom, Rashi, & Nachmanides
Sun, 1/14, 10am
Ibn Ezra, Luria, & Karo
Sun, 2/11, 10am
The Rama, Spinoza, & Shabbetai Zevi
Mon, 3/19, 7pm
Baal Shem Tov, Vilna Gaon, & Mendelssohn
Sun, 4/22, 10am
Geiger, Zunz, Hirsch, & Frankel
Mon, 5/14, 7pm
Salanter, Buber, & Rosenzweig
Sun, 6/10, 10am
Ben Yehuda, Wise, & Schechter
Sun, 7/1, 10am
Soloveitchik, Heschel, & Kaplan
Sun, 8/12, 10am
Feinstein, Schneerson, & Lau
.
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Inclusion . . . . .
From the President,
Cliff Spungen
Are those the sounds of hammers and drills coming from the Sufrin Chapel? If you’ve been at Beth El
during a weekday since the beginning of December you are likely to have heard a lot of noise, and not just
from our Spiegel Religious School students! What you are hearing are the sounds of the Sufrin Chapel
renovation moving forward. It’s an empty room now, no pews, no ark, no bimah and no steps, but, in a
couple of months, it will be bursting with the sounds of our vibrant community!
For the past several years Beth El has been a participant in the Ruderman Initiative, the purpose of which is
to open our eyes to the obstacles we unknowingly put in the way of members of our community, taking to
heart the admonition in Leviticus 19:14 that “You shall not place a stumbling block before the blind.” One of
the first recommendations received was to make our Sufrin Chapel, the place where the bulk of our
services are held, accessible to all. So, two years ago, we began a quest to create a space where we are
all on one level. By removing the bimah, and its attendant stairs, everyone in our community will be able to
fully participate in services.

I’d like to share a personal story. My father, Ed, was an usher at Congregation Beth Shalom for several
decades. Every Shabbat he would walk or drive to shul early in the morning so that he could greet his
community. As he got older, and his hips gave out, he gave up his position and attended shul less and less
frequently. Finally, he only attended on the holidays. When I asked why he had given up his passion he
said that he no longer attended because he was afraid he would be offered an aliyah. Since he could no
longer navigate the steps up to the bimah, he would have to decline and he was embarrassed to say “No.”
So he decided that it was better to just avoid the question. At Beth El, no one will need to feel this way
again.
As the project began, Rabbi Alex, Andy Schaer, Warren Sufrin, Susie Seletz and I were all in Atlanta,
Georgia to attend the USCJ Convention 2017 where we were greeted with a chorus of “Shalom Y’all!” The
convention is an opportunity to unite with kehillot from around the Conservative Jewish world to celebrate,
collaborate and exchange ideas with one another. We attended moving services and ceremonies, and
again learned that we are part of something bigger. There is so much that we could talk about, but I would
like to share with you just two experiences.
The first was a session entitled “There are Jews Here” led by documentary filmmaker Brad Lichtenstein.
Brad aired for us portions of his documentary which told poignant stories of four once thriving Jewish
communities which could now barely make a minyan. Some were in the process of closing and one, in
Latrobe, PA, had close ties to Beth El members. Watching the film, and seeing the anguish of communities
forced to close, made me think of our own sister congregations in Pleasant Hills, Steubenville and
Brownsville, whose yahrzeit plaques we now house. We are fortunate that so many members of Beth
Israel Center of Pleasant Hills have chosen to make Beth El their new home. We know that we can never
replace Beth Israel in your hearts, but we are so glad that you are with us!
I was most moved on the Sunday night of the convention when all of us traveled to the Ebenezer Baptist
Church, a beautiful religious space that many times heard the powerful voice of Reverend Martin Luther
King. That evening we were treated to a compelling and eye-opening discussion between Jonathan
Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), Reverend Natosha Reid Rice, Associate Pastor of
the church, and the USCJ’s CEO, Rabbi Steven Wernick. The evening culminated with a performance by
the incomparable Neshama Carlebach and her band, along with an incredible church choir. The audience
thrilled to her voice, and when Neshama revealed that she had become engaged that weekend, and
(cont’d. next page)
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introduced us to her fiancé, we all spontaneously serenaded her with Siman Tov U’mazal Tov. It felt like I
was back home!
Our own community, here at Beth El, is alive and thriving during our Centennial celebration. Today, Jan and
I made a commitment to the Centennial campaign, and I encourage all of you to consider doing the same to
ensure our strong future.
Happy New Year from Jan and I!

Cliff Spungen

Pittsburgh attendees at the
USCJ Convention.

At the Ebenezer Baptitst Church
at the performance of
Neshama Carlebach.

Empty Sufrin Chapel.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Toot students meet once a month for a fun filled morning focusing on a Jewish
theme which incorporates crafts, songs, cooking and
stories. So far this year we have learned about
Chaverim (friends), Shabbat, Tzedakah and
Hanukkah. In order to get to know each other we talk
about our favorite things each time we meet and write
them on a poster board. At the end of the year we will
see the students' favorite holiday, animal, color, toy, and
book to name a few. The students love to get messy
with glue and paint, making menorahs, Jewish stars,
kiddush cups, and tzedakah boxes.
In the coming months we will learn about Purim, Passover, Noah's Ark, and
Mitzvot. Some months Rabbi Alex comes by to tell stories and jokes which the Toot
students enjoy, other months we have music where we always sing about colors in Hebrew. Our favorite books are the
Sammy Spider series and we always read one when we meet. Books seem to be one of our activities of the morning
besides snack!!
Todah Rabah, Morah Beth Ungar
Shalom! My name is Laura Alpern, better known as
Morah Laura. This is my tenth year teaching the Gan
(Kindergarten) class. I earned a degree in Elementary
Education from the University of Pittsburgh. I am
married to Stuart and we have two daughters, Marissa
and Sylvia.
In December, we had a great time at the Friday
Night Chanukah musical Shabbat with our whole school
and community. We also celebrated Chanukah by
baking delicious Chanukah cookies in cooking class
with Morah Carole and singing Chanukah songs with Morah Emily and Jillian in Music!
As a community each week, the Gan (Kindergarten) and Chalutzim (1st grade) learn Hebrew using our D’Vash
(Hebrew) program. So far, they have learned the Hebrew letters: Aleph, Bet, Gimmel, Dalet, Mem, Mem sofyt, Tav, Ayin,
Shin, Yud, Kaf, Koof ,Hay, Tsadee and Tsadee sofyt. The D’Vash program is a hands-on approach to learning Hebrew.
In addition, the Gan and Chalutzim classes have been mastering their Aleph–Bet through yoga, building Hebrew letters
out of playdough, and dot painting. We also have a great time learning Hebrew vocabulary words through games and
learning different blessings (often with yummy food.)

Ilanot students practice
Hanukkah candles while they
Hanukkah
Rabbi Bonnie Leavy

leading the blessings for
review the rules regarding a
menorah.
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KADIMA
Kadima volunteered with GIFT (Giving It Forward Together) to create turkey magnets
that were delivered in Thanksgiving-to-go boxes to nearly 200 elderly and disabled people
who had no other way to celebrate the holiday.

Kiddush or Oneg Sponsorships
A sponsorship of a Kiddush or Oneg is a
beautiful way to share the happiness of your milestone or remember a loved one with the congregation.
Sponsorships are acknowledged in the
Shabbat handout as well as the Kol.
The cost of a basic Kiddush is $180.
and an Oneg is $75.
Partial sponsorships are available.
Please contact Steve Hecht at 412-561-1168 or
steve@bethelcong.org
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INCLUSION COMMITTEE
My computer (and my other devices) has a growing list of first person articles about
parenting a child/adolescent/young adult with special needs. While these articles span the
gamut of disabilities, it is noticeable that most focus on autism and mental health diagnoses.
More interesting than the actual diagnosis to me, however, is the openness that parents now
exhibit in contrast to years past when such labels on their child might be hidden from public
eyes. Which brings me to the reminder that we are holding Inclusion Shabbat on February
24th (cancelled from December 2 which had too many members of our Congregation not able
to be present on that date).
Our speaker that morning will be Child/Adolescent Psychiatrist, Dr. Gary Swanson who will
speak on the topic: “Where do we go from here? My child has aged out of the System”. He
will speak during services as well as a Q&A during Kiddush lunch.
And finally, we are now in the beginning stages of the renovation of the Sufrin Family
Sanctuary which will allow for full inclusion of those with mobility issues. It will be of great
benefit to anyone who is called to the Bima and previously could not navigate the steps
leading up to it.
See you on February 24th and, as always, if you have any questions or issues related to
inclusion of a family member, please feel free to contact any of us on the committee.
Joan Charlson

Help wanted!
Please help us gather names of Beth El's fabulous educators
for our upcoming centennial teacher appreciation shabbat.
If you are a former teacher at Beth El's Spiegel Religious School,
or a former student who can tell us the names of your teachers,
please reach out to
Francine Rosenthal as soon as possible.
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REQUIRED AD MATERIALS, GREETINGS AND PAYMENTS MUST BE
SUBMITTED BY MARCH 23, 2018.
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BETH EL SISTERHOOD
Women Working Together to Make a Difference

We Are Sisterhood
Participating in a sisterhood with other women is hugely important in my life and a source of joy.
Christy Turlington
Model, charity-founder and campaigner, and film-maker Christy Turlington isn’t Jewish, but her words about
participating in a sisterhood with other women resonate for us when we think about our Sisterhood here at Beth El.
Our Sisterhood is composed of a diverse group of women, actively involved in social, charitable and educational
events. What does this mean?
It means joining together with South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh and Temple Emanuel to co-sponsor South Hills Hadassah
Bingo for an evening of socializing, Bingo and prizes, and a fabulous cookie table (everyone knows that cookies have
no calories when eaten during an event co-sponsored by Beth El Sisterhood!)
It means gathering to see “Undressed: A History of Fashion in Underwear” at the Frick Museum. It was an interesting
afternoon, and all who went are thankful corsets went by the wayside.
It means curating a calendar of social, educational and spiritual events, including:
Sunday, January 21:

Jewelry Making with Karen Krohner

Friday, February 9:

Throwdown, with Men’s Club

Saturday, March 10:

Sisterhood Shabbat

Sunday, March 11:

Sisterhood Seder

Sunday, March 18:

Social Action Event

It means becoming involved in a project such as Charity Knitting, coming up on February 4, or participating in any
other mitzvah project scheduled during our 100th anniversary celebration. Pull out your knitting
needles and join Sisterhood for Charity Knitting from 10 a.m. to noon on the following Sundays:
February 4, March 4, and June 10.
Or it could mean participating in our Book Club to engage in lively discussion about a book chosen by
the group. Mark your calendar and reserve a copy of these books at your local library:

Date

Title

Author

January 7, 2018 @ 10:00 AM

A Gentleman in Moscow

Amor Towles

March 11, 2018 @ 10 :00 AM

Lilac Girls

Martha Hall Kelly

April 22, 2018 @ 7:30 PM

Born a Crime: Stories from a
South African Childhood

Trevor Noah

June 3, 2018 @ 7:30 PM

The Woman in the Photo

Mary Hogan

(Cont’d. next page)
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BETH EL SISTERHOOD
Women Working Together to Make a Difference

We Are Sisterhood
For some, Sisterhood means learning to play Mah Jong, and knowing there is a game available every Wednesday
afternoon, and every other Thursday.
Mah Jong – Held in the Legacy Room at Beth El
Every Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Every other Thursday, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (January 11, 25, February 8, 22)
Also, Sisterhood has become synonymous with Lucky Numbers, a successful, fun fundraiser allowing members to
select “lucky numbers” that are based on the lottery. Congratulations to our October and November Lucky Number
winners:

October
Fran Landay
Carol Zeybel
Edie Yorke
Amy Kaminski
Myron Chijner
Michele Wazny
Lisa Gawlik
Lorraine Maselko
Deb Scheimer
Loretta Weizman
Marianne Martin
Wendy Perilman
Patty Oravec
Sarah Rosenberg

November
Barbara Riddler
Harold Goldberg
Gail Kendall
Beth Pomerantz
Jay Feuer

Mazel Tov!
To our Lucky Numbers
Winners

And finally, Sisterhood means celebrating simchas and finding the perfect gifts at the Beth El Judaica Shop. All
purchases benefit synagogue and youth programs, so your purchase makes a difference. We have beautiful items
in stock for weddings, b’nai mitzvot, new babies, hosts and hostesses, and more. If you don’t have a simcha to
celebrate, stop in and browse for yourself.
Judaica Shop Hours:

Sundays 9:30 – noon
Wednesdays 4:15 – 6:15 PM
Following the First Mondays 1 – 3 PM
Pre holiday hours will be posted.
Also available by appointment.

Sisterhood means many things to many people. Join us, and let us know what Sisterhood means to you.
If you would like to volunteer for an event or have any ideas or suggestions you would like to share, please let us
know. We are women working together to make a difference.
Lynda Abraham Braff, Co-President
Dara Lazar, Co-President
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Beth El Sisterhood
Dear New Beth El Member,
Congratulations on your decision to join Beth El Congregation! We know you will feel at home with our warm and
inclusive congregation.

Beth El Sisterhood is a multi-generational, diverse group. We engage in social, charitable, and educational events,
and help provide financial support for our synagogue. We reach out to all age groups, balancing traditional and
contemporary programs, offering a variety of functions, some of which include:

Social Events
Educational Programs
Charity Knitting
Torah Fund
Book Club
Cooking Events
Sisterhood Shabbat
College Contact
Babysitting
Judaica Shop (located on the first floor)
To accommodate the balance of work schedules and family obligations, our programs take place at different days
and times.
We are a member of the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism [WLCJ], which helps support the Jewish
Theological Seminary, and strengthens women’s groups. Our membership fee of $45 is two-fold:
(1) supports projects and programs, and (2) includes a specified fee required by the WLCJ. For new Beth El members
who choose to join Sisterhood, first year membership is complimentary.
If there is a financial hardship, we do not consider this an obstacle to membership; please contact the Membership
Chair or Co-Presidents - all information will be held in strictest confidence.
We invite you to join our Sisterhood and look forward to meeting you. Be sure to check out our ongoing events,
including our annual fun, paid-up membership program in the fall. Announcements will appear in E-mail, the KOL
[Beth El’s bi-monthly publication], the weekly Shabbat bulletin, and mailings. Also, be sure to find us at:
www.bethelcong.org.
Without you, we are one woman short – please join us! Feel free to contact us with any questions.
Tricia Haberman, Sisterhood Membership

Lynda Abraham-Braff, President
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CENTRAL SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN REFERRAL SERVICE
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
Administered by:
Jewish Family and Community Services
5743 Bartlett Street · Pittsburgh, PA 15217 · (412)422-5627 · Fax (412)428-8200

CONTACT PERSON:

Alayne Lowenberger, Director
Central Scholarship and Loan Referral Service of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
Jewish Family and Community Services
(412) 422-5627

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 2017
Applications for need-based college scholarships for the 2018-2019 school year are available from the Central
Scholarship & Loan Referral Service (CSLRS) of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh. This program is
administered by Jewish Family and Community Services. The funds are made available through the generosity of
families who have established endowments through the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh, Jewish Community
Center, National Council of Jewish Women, Jewish Women International of Pittsburgh (formerly B'nai B'rith Women),
The Pittsburgh Foundation, and Rodef Shalom Congregation.
All scholarships are distributed on the basis of demonstrated financial need. Depending on the scholarship
fund, other factors such as academic achievement, field of study, school attending, and Jewish and general community
involvement will also be considered. In addition, the applicant must be Jewish, reside in Allegheny, Westmoreland,
Beaver, Butler or Washington County for at least two years, and need financial assistance to attend an accredited
institution of higher education as either an undergraduate or graduate student.
The CSLRS on-line application is available at http://www.centralscholarship.org. All applications are due February 12,
2018.
First-time applicants must be interviewed. All of the limited number of after school, evening, spring break and Sunday
appointments will be assigned on a “first come, first served” basis to those whose applications are submitted by January
15, 2018. If students have scheduling needs (such as work, or attending school out of town) it is important to submit as
early as possible, by 1/15/2018. All applications should be submitted as early as possible to ensure processing.
The deadline for applications is February 12, 2018.
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First Mondays with Rabbi Alex
Lunch at 11:30 AM—Program at 12:00 PM
Looking for a great way to start the month?
Then come to Beth El for lunch, thought-provoking speakers, talented performers, interesting topics,
and a chance to schmooze on the First Monday of each month.

Monday, January 8, 2018
(2 Speakers)

Judge Blaise Larotonda, Magisterial District Judge & Corporal Michael Smakosz
Judge Larotonda is a Penn State graduate from 1978 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Law
Enforcement and Corrections. He has worked as a police officer for Mt. Lebanon for 25 years,
ten of those years were spent in the schools as a school resource and DARE officer. He has
been a District Judge for the past 14 years.
Judge Larotonda has been married for 38 years and raised two children in Mt. Lebanon. My son
is a retired Captain from the Army and is currently a police officer for Strongsville, Ohio. My
daughter is an officer in the Navy and has served for 9 years, and will most likely stay for the full
20. Both are married but no grandchildren, yet.....
Corporal Michael Smakosz is with the Mt. Lebanon Police Department and he is the Community Outreach / Crime Prevention Unit Supervisor.
Corporal Smakosz will be giving a presentation on Frauds / Cons / and Scams. His presentation is geared to seniors on
how to protect themselves from being a victim. He wilI also be bringing informational pamphlets.

Monday, February 5, 2018
Bob Cahalan
This is Pittsburgh!
Join Bob Cahalan as he presents still photography and video footage of our beautiful city. Segments in the program
include features on the area’s economy, history, natural beauty, sports, special attractions, houses of worship,
downtown, bridges and more.
Bob is a lifetime area resident, raised in Ambridge and Hopewell. He attended Edinboro University and completed his
graduate work at Edinboro University and at the University of Pittsburgh. Bob is a retired North Allegheny social studies
teacher, who served 32 years in the Air National Guard and Air Force Reserves and retired at the rank of Colonel. He is
currently still active as volunteer liaison officer for the Air Force Academy.

All First Monday events begin with lunch at 11:30 AM in the Snyder Social Hall.
The cost is only $6.00, which includes lunch.

To RSVP, please call the shul office at 412-561-1168.
“First Mondays” is brought to you by the Beth El Membership Committee,
coordinated by Sharon Moskowitz and Bernice Natelson, and is open to the community.
Please contact Steve if you wish to help underwrite future programming.
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Our January Volunteer of the Month is Karen Krohner. Karen grew up in the suburbs of Detroit,
specifically Oak Park and Farmington Hills. She studied nursing at the University of Michigan
and then completed a Masters in Oncology Nursing at Widener University in Chester, PA. Karen
subsequently completed a post-masters Family Nurse Practitioner program at Widener
University in Harrisburg. She worked in the health care industry until 1996 and currently
pursues creative exploits.
In her spare time, Karen is an avid reader, enjoying both fiction and non-fiction; a little bit of
everything. Her current favorite is The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown. She also
devotes time to jewelry making, which is her passion, and glass fusing as well. She teaches
beading and jewelry classes, and, also, enjoys knitting, cooking, and working out at the gym.
Of the places Karen has visited, Israel is the most interesting. As an artist, she was most fascinated by the ruins, and
especially what the ancient Hebrews were able to create with minimal tools. Their existence today, as well as their
level of skill used to create them, are amazing to Karen. Two of her children actually became Bar/Bat Mitzvah in
Israel. She is a parent of three wonderful children: Matt, Noah and Gavi. She is soon to be a grandparent of the
two-legged variety, and presently has two granddogs and two grandcats.
Of all the influences in her life, Karen was most influenced by her mother. Karen’s mother shared her love of passion
for family, cooking, and creativity, and passed on her eye for design and color. Karen considers herself passionate
about her family and her art. It might surprise you to know that Karen loves to kayak!
At Beth El, Karen began volunteering as a leader for SML (Saturday Morning Live), followed by contributing to our
High Holiday children’s programming by coordinating efforts and teaching. She was also a Religious School Board
member and has also offered beading opportunities and cooking classes through Sisterhood. Importantly, Karen has
coordinated the Book of Remembrance for the past several years and loves seeing it come to fruition each year.
Through her volunteer experiences, Karen has met many wonderful people whom she now calls friends. Thank you,
Karen, for the many ways you make Beth El a better place!
Heidi Cohen is our February Volunteer of the Month. Born in Washington D.C., Heidi was raised
in Glen Cove, New York, and has lived in seven different states. She graduated high school
ahead of her class and subsequently earned a Montessori Pre-K Teaching Certification. Heidi
also worked toward a math teaching degree. In addition to teaching, she has held numerous
positions in the airline industry and, more recently, served as a volunteer fire fighter in Upper St.
Clair for nine years. She is proud of having been lead on the fire hose entering a burning building
and became Certified Fire Fighter. She also drove the engines to fire calls.

In her spare time, Heidi enjoys giving back to her community. This began at an early age,
encouraged by her father. As a teen, she participated in a March of Dimes Walkathon, and
along with her best friend, was honored to walk with hockey player Bobby Nystrom, having
raised the most funds in their class. A photo in the New York Daily News documented the day.
Heidi enjoyed teaching fire prevention in the Upper St. Clair school district.
Other interests of Heidi’s are flower gardening and being outdoors. The ocean beaches of the southern east coast are
particular favorites, serving as beautiful subjects for her interest in photography. She especially enjoyed time spent in
Ocracoke, on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Heidi has two sons, Dan and Samuel. Many years ago, she and Dan
traveled from Florida to Nevada for two months over the summer, including visits to New Orleans, Dallas, and
numerous places in Colorado.
An enthusiastic cook, Heidi especially enjoys the challenge of baking delicious desserts that are pareve. She is also
passionate about Jewish learning and becoming a practicing Jewish adult. She strives to read Hebrew fluently enough
to someday read Torah. Heidi’s greatest influence is her father, Samuel Rubin Cohen. He taught her many things, but
most of all, how to survive. He was also a fabulous cook, specializing in soups and entrees.
At Beth El, Heidi volunteers her time in so many ways. Depending on her schedule, she is likely to be seen
decorating the Sukkah, attending minyan, checking people in at First Mondays, coordinating the Centennial Shabbat
honoree program, or working at Bingo. She especially enjoys being a Bingo volunteer and finds it very rewarding. She
says it is truly the highlight of her week. Thank you, Heidi, for all you do for Beth El!
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Yasher Koach!
It’s cold outside. I realize it should be this time of year but I never seem to quite get use to the idea. Luckily,
it’s always warm in Beth El. Much appreciation goes to our Nov./Dec. Kol collators who worked diligently;
Rhondda Averbach, Dottie Goldstein, Tema Kerman, Norm Kerman, Michael Mokotoff, Bernice
Natelson, Lin Toder and Ellen Whitman. We also appreciate that Betsy Rascoe each month
coordinates the advertising funding that helps support the Kol. Yasher K!
There has been a recent passing of the baton here at Beth El. After many, many years plus many more,
Deb Scheimer, who is one of the co-chairs of our centennial year of events is no longer authoring the
weekly “Erev Update.” It has recently been acquired by Beth Pomerantz with a bit of a different look but
filled with the weeks upcoming events. Deb has nurtured this marketing endeavor since inception and has
really made it her own. It is not easy sleuthing out the multitude of meetings, events and programming that
take place here weekly. Special Yasher K to Deb and thanks to Beth for carrying the baton forward.
Speaking of the Centennial. Back in September, we dedicated the Minsky Family 1926 Time Capsule in our
Tabor Reception Lobby (brown tile floor). The contents had been buried in a cornerstone at our original
location in the Beechview section of Pgh. Imagine that we had the original parchment which had the history
of Beechview/Beth El Hebrew Association and the original funders of our building. The Minsky family
commissioned this beautiful display case to house these documents and other contents. The event was
chaired by Lynda Abraham-Braff and Cindy Platto and attended by the Minsky family, local
dignitaries and many of our membership.
Those of us who were available the weekend of November 17th and 18th were treated to a very enjoyable
Torah Weekend series of events. On Friday evening we joined Temple Emanuel for their musical service
led by Rabbi Mahler. I really believe after 18 years, I am finally starting to remember some of the tunes
from year to year and, I enjoy them. Anyway, we were treated to a presentation from one of Pittsburgh’s
true legends, Bill Strickland. If you haven’t heard of Manchester Bidwell or Manchester Craftsman Guild,
you really should google them. He is a true humanitarian, shaker and mover and motivational speaker.
Besides his numerous accomplishments, he has initiated the opening of a center for arts and technology in
Akko, Israel. A one of a kind inspirational individual. Then at Beth El on Shabbat morning, our guest
speaker was David Fabilli, a local professor and media personality who spoke on the “Jewish Legacy in
Jazz.” Who knew there were so many Jewish jazz musicians, producers and band leaders? And then the
weekend continued with the local jazz musician, Ken Karsh who gave a wonderful jazz concert to a packed
room at the JCC. We wish to thank our partners for supporting this weekend; Beth El Men’s Club, Temple
Emanuel, South Hills JCC and South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh. Yasher K!
We’d like to bid a fond farewell to Renie Mistick who had worked in the Beth El office for the past 9 years.
She began as the Spiegel Religious School, BENS, and congregational support, secretary. Through the
years her duties have changed but not her commitment. She was a very dedicated, conscientious
employee who was always anxious to please. Although we will miss her in the office, we hope she is able
to enjoy some retirement time and welcome her back to volunteer occasionally as she is available. Yasher
K to Renie!
WISHING ALL OF OUR BETH FAMILY AND FRIENDS A VERY HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
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PURIM IS COMING MARCH 1ST
Purim gift boxes will be delivered to the
homes of all Beth El members
during the week of February 18th.
If you will be away from home
February 18th- 23rd,
and/or if you would like to donate your
Purim gift box to charity,
please contact
the Beth El office at
412-561-1168.
Mark L. Perilman, CFP™ , CLU, ChFC, CFS, LUTCF
370 Southpointe Blvd., Suite 200
Canonsburg, PA 15317
724-743-6124, 800-903-3265
mark.perilman@LFG.com

DUPLICATE BRIDGE
Have fun and meet new people
while playing the world’s greatest
card game!
Master Points awarded.
NON-LIFE MASTER GAMES
12:00 p.m. TUESDAY and
6:00 p.m. THURSDAY
Bring a partner or match up at game.
Directed by Darlene
Mannheimer:
412-343-0419 home,
412-913-5944 cell

or Darlenedlm@aol.com
Comprehensive Fee-Based Financial
Planning






Tax and wealth accumulation strategies
Education funding including 529 plans
Estate planning
Life, disability, and long-term care
insurance
 Employer-sponsored 401(k) and Simple
IRA plans
 Business succession and retirement
planning

Securities and investment advisory services offered through
Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer and
registered investment advisor (member SIPC). Lincoln
Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National
Corp and its affiliates. Insurance offered through Lincoln
affiliates and other fine companies. CRN0303-1738

OPEN GAMES
6:30p.m. TUESDAY
and 12:00p.m. THURSDAY
Bring a partner Tuesday/partners
available Thursday.
Directed by Don Averbach:
412-221-1615 home or
412-897-4477 cell

THE BETH EL ADVANTAGE
Giant Eagle Grocery cards
Beth El receives a 5% rebate. It costs you nothing. What could be easier?
Sign up for your Giant Eagle grocery cards to be sent directly to your home each month.

$25, $50, and $100 cards are in stock now.
Pay for your cards by check or online bill pay.
Grocery cards can be purchased by contacting
Joan Bucholtz or Beth El

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

REMEMBER TO BUY GIFT CARDS FROM BETH EL

Please let me know if you want me to order anything in particular for you or to have in stock.
To see a complete list of cards that are available, go to
ShopWithScrip.com and click on Retailer List on the bottom of the page.
AN EASY SOLUTION FOR WHAT TO GIVE AS A GIFT, THINK GIFT CARDS!
$100 Cards
Pottery Barn/
Williams Sonoma
$50 Cards
*Brueggers
Outback

8%

10%
8%

$25 Cards
American Eagle
Barnes and Noble
Bath and Body Works
Bed Bath & Beyond
Bravo Cucina
*Brueggers
Cinemark
Dicks
*Eat n Park
GAP/Banana Republic/
Old Navy
Home Depot
Macys
Marshalls/TJ Maxx

10%
9%
13%
7%
12%
10%
4%
8%
10%
14%
4%
10%
7%

Landry’s
Cadillac Bar
Gandy Dancer
Grand Concourse
McCormick & Schmick
Mitchell’s
Morton’s

9%

DARDEN
Capital Grill
Cheddar’s
Long Horn
Olive Garden
Seasons 52
Bahama Breeze
Yard House

9%

Outback/Bonefish Grill
Panera
P.F. Chang/Pottery Barn
Wms. Sonoma
Starbucks
TGI Friday
*Wet Seal (20% off)

8%
9%
8%
8%
7%
9%
7%

$15 Cards
Itunes

5%

$10 Cards
Barnes & Noble
Bath & Body Works
*Boston Market
Brueggers
*Eat n Park
Panera
Starbucks
*Wendy’s

9%
13%
12%*
10%
10%
10%
7%
4%

*Not available at Giant Eagle
Restaurants advertised are not certified
as kosher by Beth El. Eating kosher
fish and cooked vegetables in non
certified restaurants shall not be as a
violation of Conservative dietary laws.

Now purchase and shop online, our code is B 7 C 8 3 7 9 D 1 1 2 2 (no spaces)!
Any questions, please feel free to email Tibey Falk or
call her. Loads more vendors, including other $100’s
are available and can be ordered by contacting Tibey.
Happy New Year!
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Big Payouts! Smaller Crowds! Better Chances of Winning!
B-I-N-G-O!
WE NEVER CUT PRIZES!
Beth El Bingo has finished up with a great year in 2017, which would not have been possible without the commitment
from its dedicated volunteers. A special thanks goes out to Bingo Chairs Debbie Goldberg and Jay Feuer and
Vice-Chairs Andy Gross and Warren Sufrin.
Over the past two months, Bingo has had some great giveaways. On November 14, 2017, Bingo gave away twenty
(20) turkeys for Thanksgiving. This special project was chaired by one of our regular callers, Gerry Bass.

On December 19, 2017, we gave away a 4-5 Night Caribbean Cruise for two on Royal Caribbean as our End of the
Year Grand Finale Raffle Ticket Drawing Prize. We also gave away cash for the winners to use on their trip. Special
thanks go out to Malori Asman for helping us secure a certificate for the cruise.
WARNING: This e-mail is a suspected cam.
Almost every week, Beth El Bingo sells a tip board. Beth El Members donate items and we sell chances on the tip
board to win the item. We were able to give away University of Pittsburgh Basketball tickets which were generously
donated by Sheila and Alvin Catz and Steeler tickets for the game against the Baltimore Ravens donated by Ileane and
Manny Smith. Tip boards can bring in a 100 percent return because the gifts have been donated by our
members so if you anyone has items that they cannot use, please consider donating them to Beth El Bingo.
Volunteering at Beth El Bingo is a good opportunity to meet and work with other Beth El members. You can even bring
your children with you to help out. If your children are in high school, they can get community service credit for being a
volunteer.
The Bingo volunteers act as "ambassadors" to the non-Jewish community by familiarizing them with our synagogue
and exposing them to basic Jewish beliefs and holidays.
We are working hard to continue our success but we need the support of additional volunteers. Please contact Debbie
Goldberg, Jay Feuer, Warren Sufrin, or Andy Gross if you are interested in being a volunteer. Please also use
the attached coupon and pass it out to new bingo players, telling them about the value of playing at our non-smoking
bingo.

Free Dinner
January 9th
&
February 13th

Coupon entitles the bearer to
$5 worth of Beth El Bingo Bucs.
Bingo is every Tuesday.

Doors open at 6:00 PM, Games start at 7:00 PM.
Invited by
Beth El member: ______________________________________________________________________________
Guest name:

______________________________________________________________________________

Beth El Congregation of the South Hills
1900 Cochran Road • 412-561-1168 • One coupon per player • Expires 2/28/2018
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Business, this is Beth El's business that brings in a huge amount of money from
outside sources.

Extra help is always needed and appreciated; contact the Beth El Bingo Chairs,
Debbie Goldberg and Jay Feuer or Vice Chairs, Andy Gross and Warren Sufrin.

Tuesday evenings - Beth El Bingo 7 PM on Tuesdays.
Hungry? Once a month we offer free pasta dinner to our players and workers.
Every age group and personality is needed as workers.
Learn, there are positions we need where a person can learn and practice skills.
Bring in your regifted gifts to use as tip board merchandise.
Important to have as many workers as possible each week.
New volunteers are very welcome and numerous volunteers are always needed.
Great opportunity to meet new friends and to help Beth El at the same time.
Outstanding fundraiser for Beth El when we have a sufficient number of volunteers.

If you are interested in volunteering for
1-2 hours a month and want more information, please contact
Jay Feuer, Debbie Goldberg, Andy Gross or Warren Sufrin.
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Beth El Congregation of the South Hills Donation Form
Please use this form to make only one donation by circling the appropriate fund.
Use a separate form for each fund. I wish to donate to the fund indicated.
Attached is my check in the amount of $ ____ ($7.50 minimum donation)
This donation is being made:
In Honor of: ___________________________

In Memory of: _______________________

Other: ___________________________
This donation is made by:
Name:

_______________________________________________

Please send acknowledgement to:
Name:
____________________________________________

Address:

Address:

_______________________________________________
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUNDS:
Brit Kodesh Fund
Established in honor of Brit Milah and
baby namings, funds are used to
provide for youth religious programs.
Howard Lazear Fund
Scholarships for needy children in the
school to attend special events.
Milton Lederman Fund
Awards a Hay class student who has
made the greatest progress in the
school. Additionally, funds will provide
tutoring.
Louis R. Paul Fund
Purchase of audio-visual equipment for
the religious school.
Religious School Discretionary Fund
Provides for additional enrichment
activities for the Religious School.
Spiegel Religious School Fund
Used for additional religious school
Programming
Seemen J. Rose Fund
Awards an outstanding student in the
Hay class.
Pearl Simmons Family Education Fund
Provides for family educational
Programming.
Shirley Stolzer Fund
Funds are to be used for student
education.

LIBRARY FUNDS:
Anita (Nicky) Gordon Fund
To purchase artwork & decorations.
Sufrin-Melman-BEST Weekend Fund
To be used for BEST Weekend.
Sol and Clara Metlin Fund
Used for adult education.
Nan Toder Memorial Fund
To help establish a children’s corner of
the library.

ENDOWMENT FUND

Helps ensure Beth El’s future.

____________________________________________

CHILDRENS SERVICES
YOUTH FUNDS:
Stephen J. Cirota Fund
Used for special sessions for youth.
Ellen Rochelle Rudt Youth Scholarship
Fund
Provides awards to outstanding teenagers
to attend USY programs.
Youth Fund
Provides for youth programming.

SISTERHOOD FUNDS:
Camp Ramah Scholarship
Provides funds for Beth El children to
attend Camp Ramah.
Renee Skirboll Memorial Fund for
Jewish Enrichment
Provides funds to be used for programs
sponsored by the Conservative
movement as well as Jewish enrichment
for women (example Melton). Funds
available for high school students whose
mother is a Sisterhood member in good
standing.
David Stahl Memorial Library Fund
Purchases books and supplies for the
Library.
Marianne Zimmt Fund
Provides scholarships to Beth El
teenagers participating in a formal USY
Jewish travel program of more than 3
weeks in length (USY on Wheels,
Pilgrimage, other Israel Programs.)

GENERAL FUNDS:
First Mondays
The First Mondays is brought to you by
the Beth El Membership Committee,
coordinated by Sharon Moskowitz, and
emceed by Rabbi Alex Greenbaum.
General Fund
Used for budget operating expenses.
Repair & Maintenance Fund
Emergency repairs for the building.

BUILDING FUNDS:
Building Fund
Building improvements and repairs.
Jerome and Joan Finn Family Cemetery
Fund
Cemetery beautification.
Greening Account
Greening of the building.
Kitchen Fund
To replace needed items in the kitchen.
Mollie and Erwin Neuman Fund
Sisterhood Room/Bridal Suite furnishings
and upkeep.
Michael B. Sufrin Fund
Undesignated

RITUAL FUNDS:
Leizer Balk Fund
Used for purchase, repair & upkeep of
ritual objects.
Chapel Fund
Used for needs in the chapel.
Cantor Samuel J. Lazier Fund
Used for musical needs of the
Congregation.
Prayerbook Fund
Purchase Siddurim (min donation $30), Etz
Hayim (min donation $75), and Humashim
(min donation $50); name plate in book
identifies donation.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Used for causes & needs deemed
important by Rabbi.
Maurice Rosenberg Fund
For repair of a Torah.
Helene Weinstein Family Crisis Fund
To provide assistance for any family crisis
such as burial, shiva meals, & expenses for
families in need.

CEMETERY PLOTS AVAILABLE
Two cemetery plots available for sale in the Beth El section of
the Mt. Lebanon Cemetery.
They include two vaults and
two pre-paid openings and closings.
For information, call
412-563-4461.

CEMETERY PLOTS AVAILABLE
Two cemetery plots for sale, greatly reduced,
in the Beth El section of the Mt. Lebanon Cemetery.
For information, contact
dshtulman@gmail.com or
734-780-4398
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GIVING TREE
Beth El Congregation has a beautiful Giving Tree in the reception area. The golden leaves of the tree, and the
bronze stones at the base, await inscription by those contributors who wish to remember a special occasion,
honor someone, or memorialize a loved one. Leaves and stones can be purchased for any occasion or just to let
someone know that you care.
Leaves are $200.00
For additional information,
Small Stones are $900.00
please call the synagogue office
Large Stones are $1,800.00
at 412-561-1168.

BETH EL UNITY GARDEN

URL http://bethelcong.org/participate/ways-give/unity-garden/
Yes, I would like to help Beth El Congregation USY and Israel grow! Enclosed is my contribution of $_______
for_____ trees at $18.00 each. Mail payment to Beth El or drop it off in the office. A beautiful certificate of
acknowledgement will be sent to the person/s listed below.
In honor of : __________________________________

In memory of: _________________________________
Please send
a certificate to :

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________State: _____ Zip: ________

From:

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City:

State: _____ Zip: _________
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Thank You
We offer sincere condolences to:

Beth El Congregation would like to thank the
following people who have sponsored either an
Oneg or Kiddush recently:

Linda Kleinhans on the passing of her mother, Esther
Babendir.
Alan Tabor, Joan Horvitz and Robin Skirboll on the passing
of their mother, Zara (Nate) Tabor.
Ed (Merril) Nash on the passing of his father, Bernard Nash.

Scott (Stacey) Seewald and Rachel (Michael) Golden on the
passing of their father, Robert Seewald.



Saturday Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by Men’s
Club in honor of Centennial Shabbat.



Saturday Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Samantha & Avi Elkoni in honor of Ella’s Bat
Mitzvah.



Saturday Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by Beth El
Congregation’s Men’s Club, JCC of the South Hills,
Temple Emanuel, and South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh
in honor of Torah Weekend.



Sisterhood



Congregation

Elizabeth Stork, Claire Plassmayer and Abby Gleason on the
passing of her father and their grandfather, Raymond Priest.
Sue Julian on the passing of her mother, Evelyn Berger.
Barbara (Henry) Folb on the passing of her father, Thomas
Sanders.
Andrew (Thelma) Herlich on the passing of his mother, Betty
Waxenberg.
Batia (Todd) Rascoe on the passing of her mother, Yehudit
Scheinin.
Michael (Donna) Levine on the passing of his father, Charles
Levine.

Mazel Tov
Barbara and Jay Feuer on the birth of their grandson, Lucas
Andy Feuer born on November 3rd. Proud parents are
Jessica and Matthew Feuer.

Beth El Congregation of the South Hills
1900 Cochran Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
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SAVE THE DATE!

For the entire
calendar of events please go to:
www.bethelcong.org

January 7th - Adult Ed Movie Night
Adult Ed 7:00 PM - 1/22, 2/1, 2/5, 2/12, 2/26, 3/5
February 4th - Empty Bowls
February 28th - Megillah Reading / Shpiel

Office Telephone: 412-561-1168
Office Fax: 412-561-0499

Beth El Webpage: www.bethelcong.org

March / April Kol Deadline:

February 16, 2018

Beth El
Facebook
Page

